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TALKS FOR TEACHERS - PART TWO.

Manly P, Hall.

versatiligx.

It is essential that students learn to be versatile and able to
ad just their personalities to any environment necessary for the
carrying on of their work. The true teacher is as much =t home in
the kitchen as in the salon, equally at ease scrubbing or lecturing;
never mind how unplcasant the surrourndings he has icarncd to be
perfcetly poised undor all conditions, Like the trained actor on the
Stage, ne lives cach part as though he knew no other.

Poise.

The majority of people have not yet dcveloped that poise vhich
is the mark of power. We find self-consciousncss in every walk of
1life and therc cre meny who, but for that fault, would risc to noble
works end be of service in the world. 4n individual invited ‘to stend
up and address a group of peonle, as in a socinl gathering, has a
groet opportunity but usually instead of pgroasping this he stutters
and stammers and finally, turning red, sits down and the word of
helpfulness romeins uns=zid.

The testher must practisé in his daily life to meet every problem
with dignity for he who is graceful in a disgraceful situstion is
e power wherever he may be.

Patienco.

Thosc who aspire to be teachers must realize that the great
masses of humonity ere very little children corstantly discbeying
those who strive to help them. The teacher must mect his wayward
pupils with patience rnd kindness, even when they have brokoen his
heart for the seventy and seventh time. Yenr after yeor he must be
prepared to see his work disgraced snd his strtements distorted by
those he glves the most to and labors tho herdoest for. Epeh time
they are hurt the wayward oncs come back for sympathy and protection
and the follower of the Wisdom Teaching must start cll over again
and wlith divine patience and gentleness do once more the thing he
believed was finishcd long ago.

Courage.

The student-teacher must realize that his own cenvictions must
support him; his own innate realization of things as they are forms
the base of courage and unless he is firmly set and believes in the
message he 18 giving he cennot hope to survive the vears of discour-
agement and sorrow that alones rewards the educator of the masses. °
The courage based upon the realization that the law provides for thosa
who seek to serve 1t makes atrong the week and gives power to the

feeble. True courage is based upon knowledge ond the trust wi.ieh the
lower man places in the higher. Those who are seeking to fulfill
their appointed tasks honestly and sincerely are brave vith the

courage which comes with the realizstion of right effort and the
unquesg&gﬁing faith in the justice of the universal plan.
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ints to Aspi Svoakers.
In the Realms of the Absent-Minded.

We have geen speakers come forward to dellver theipr talk fortified
with reference books and notes enough to fill a room and inveriably
when they get to the middle of each line their woice breaks on high C.
while adjusting their glazses they clutch madly at thelr memoranda!
This ia the certzin result of tremendous oreparation.

The beat thing for the occult satudent to do i3 to tear up all his
notes before he atarts for theése crutshes to o failing memory are
rectrictions upon him that are almeost impossible {o overcome. A
anceker's words never hnve power ynlzss thevy come dirsectly from hie
wm 3onl, carrying with them on overwhilhing conviction which adds the
s8llver tongue of nratery and the perfest poise which proves the
tumete femilisrity with ihe subiect. All teachers should develop
Watihin themselves such qualitiers tr.et sutside assistance becomes not
Miy unneceserry but sz positive Limiftation. If jyou are nepiring to
“euch the occult, forget youwr referencos and learn the first principles
¢f cecult phileosonhy; you must make yoursell so fomilirr with every
ranae of this great sclence that every angle of 1ts intricate workings
“v0 within rcoch of your mental fingera. aAn orderly mind ie the public
spceker's grontest friend and the sense of continuity and nn 2bility
Lo connect atetenents in an intelligent, consefutive mpnner is the
snales of his faculty to secure and retiin the interest of his listeners.

N ﬁn!une who does not know enough about his subjeect to discuss it
from the platicrm without mamorande on his cuffs does not lmow
sufficient to deserve the attention of en intelligent oudience.

A true student of the occult who is prepared to precch his doctrine
pefore the world must he so femilier with it that he cen give an
intelligent discourse upon any phase of it which he has ever consider-
ad without any preparation whetsoever. HKnowledge of this kind is the
bunis of confidence end coniidence i3 indispensable to ense end
fiuency.

A grest many apeakers suffer from dry and husky throats and a
homely piece of glezed croclery usually stands beside them subject teo
frecuent call. Just about ithe tims the sudlence is enwrsoped in the
anti-climex ecid speaker pours nut o tell glass of water which he
drinks in C. ¥inor. Thias is a dizgrace to the nlotform and is tre
direct result of nervcucaess as the contracted nerves close the saliva
glands. A speakor who is perfectly et his ecse never has n huaky
throat and is thercfore frec from cne of the roastrum's greontest
abominationsa.

A well treined speaker never krows beforehand vhat he fe going to
telk sbout but teking a pereral subjoct, which can bo interpreted 1in
many different ways, he develops it [rom word to word, expresairg to
his sudience a series cf deducticns which pasa eemi-antomatically
through a brain treined to organlized ard consecutive thought. His
perfect lknowledge of basic vrinciples enables him to exporiment
mentally, to combine and errenge within nie own brain the vorious
vhoases of the problem orn hond as he goes along., A wite publ’: trlkep
learms as much while lecturing o2 his listeners for he ls rrp o«
carrying on a series of mental deductions out loud and his wo ‘lc ave
only the expressions of a mental organism that ie truined to axplain
nll things through a2 thorough imowledge of certain basic principles.
The master teéacher studies with his pupils end sits in reverence at
the feet <f his own mind.



Expression.

tant reouisite to the masterfu

vapious unnatural tcnes,

ear distinguished and
lscturers cn Teligious

@implicity of speech is p very impor
veaclier. Al large number of lecturers affect
‘&2 nopA dvawl, et cetera, in an sttempt to app
sovawfel, All sffectatinn should be avoided DY . e T
b nuts; chay are not trﬂgﬂﬂiﬂﬂs delivering Hamlet Eﬂlllﬁf:;:-;:l ;Iu sy
Lirace from Hichard (IT but are sttempting to present spirdtian: Fol —
i% t1& aame siprle mnncer that Beddha gave them in India or ine waster
9 njeng e shorcs of Galiles, If they are inspires DY H“ﬂli
5% A yroot 1ife end pawer is added to their words; it 1s n? o
¢S teted thing bub contoins the great force of the message 1Tom
e T0 bis brotiier.

Tet us nleo get rid of thosc speakers with the static laes, those

#0 erd avery word with an "er-p-r-r'. Also that type wno stop )
chruptly, at loss for a word, leaving their listenoers suspended "twixi
heoyen and hell while thev fvmble in the cthers for an ndverb - then
suidenly cateh it and dash off wadiy in ancthsr oratoricl putburst.
¥r.a broken, disconnectod spoaking always produces on unfavorable
mentel reaction upon the listener.

We also wish to wern our friends of declamatory aspirations of &
cerioin serice of stock phranes which isaued two by two from the ark
z122 have since gmpigamd until they form part of the wvepertoire of
snne of our lesding vocal Aemonstontors. Listed below are a few of
the orig’ nal species:

fa) "It gives me great pleasure"

(b) "Lediss and Certiemen" -

(c) "Tule ig 8o unsroccted that I hardly know whet to say”

(d) "2a3 1 1lock into your intelligent faces’.
Anvone cerrying any of these pet phrases with them must expect To be
Lopded down from the tremendous number of barnacles with which all
3f these stock expressions are encrusted. Silence always wins over

ny of thesc.

We weuld remind the would-be teacher also that he is not specking
or himself alone but there is an &lderly lody who is hard of hearing
% the back row. j very famous orator once said: "When speaking
Cwewa acdross the individuals in the lost secats at the back."

kR great meny young lecturcrs forget to open their mouths when they
r2lk and a serics of holf strongled, partially smothered sounds issuc
fortn wirich cannot be lieard beyond the front seat. 1If it is worth
seying, it i worth saying loud. Alsc please keep in mind that when
you, telk up your ncee it will have a neculinr reaction upon the
andience, HNasal telking 1s ihe result of » stoppege in the nasal
fubez; a perscn vwho is seid to be speaking through his nose is in
peality pot ellowing the air to pese through ond into the resonnnt
cavities in the head., Many o public speaker could attract snd hold n
path larger sudience if he would have his nose nroperly trerted.

Subject Matter:

There i&8 only cne lccture in the world on religious subjects but the
succesaful speaker is the one who finde the largest number of ways of
gnying the ssme thing. Many speakers only have ore sermon. and hhving
orceé Lietened to them all the novelty is gone. HNovel and urnusuaal wavse
of precenting facts is the basis of popularity. A lecturer should
¥ccp posted upon evéry current topic of importance and be able to weave
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%ﬁ: spiritual knowledge into the practical problems of everyday 1ife.

ry condition which srises in the world of affairs is the kasis for
a lecture,

 SVery great scientific discovery, every great philosophi-
cal deduvction is a goiden opporiunity {or the speaker.

The success of a lecturer does not usually depend upon the depth
of his philosophy or the imwricncy of his pmoblems but ususlly
uron his abilizy to alrpiye the zoprd of huoen interest. Zeunle are
MOst dirsctly intemesist in their own affaivs and the eonditisng
“hieh surrcund thim, the emutions wiilch thrill them and the pkases
oL 1life with which they come in coanzact. Vhen the spesker con stvrike
238 simple covd of .iving tnings he will alweys huve ihs fubepast
2% 0is listeness who live aleo in everyday uffairs satker then in the
world ¢f science and philosophy.

LENgUuIge .

Simple language is alwnys %2 meat imsoessive nnd there is no
rower greater than the right waod _m —he pight pisce -- not the longeat
word but the most familier oae shoula %o conubansly ot th: teasher's
lips. Lonz wordas are gernerclly uassd vo ontesal Agpneatice and ary

ao% intendod bto be enliphtruing in eny war. Fov woss science and

philosophy hos hidden behiud Lesin vacebularies, voing words of ten
syllables to bridge an eshing woid,

Whenever it becomas rececsnny 16 use foreign words 1in 2 lectre,

as is often the cnsze 4n wusw’t whiloscrhy, their English eguivelapt
shou¥d always be giver. [Me 3J°0isr LUSE a_ways use the hypothusls
thet his audienes lLmows ancointsly notliing aboutn eichor his dinurnts
or hia ideals. OSanzkrit withoul an interpretation has ruined many
& leeture vwhile the rwfience gias intc 8 stote of vnconseinuenoss
very cuickly under che inllusnie of Greek, Lotin and Hebrew pourcd
out from some exponent eof things divine.

Centinuity.

It 1s wvery importont that a teacher or cpeaker should hiteh his
ideas tegether and lot them work towards a climax in 2 logice) nnd
rersonable menner. He is privitaged, uvnder cericin conditions, to
aeviate from the direct svehject of his talk but he mst ani Lorpet
to come back som6time before it ends. Menv spealiers, b2king subicets
to tallk from, Laik so far from them that they svecome lest irn a Moz
of sidelines snd leave the point upon whiech the sudience decires
1llaminetion practricnlly uvntiouched.

=

Many speakers ramble o207 Inmto enécdotes - all about wher
to schicol in Qoinliosh cr wacn they =a {or Geverror of Borneo, ar that
instant in 1873 vhea they Gid 5S¢ and soa. /fmong toings spiriturl we
& lnrge number vhio erpla.n pinately vo disinterceted straneers theip
last flight on the astral plant. Jaecdoles cre beat Jeft ovt nrg
some notable eccurence from pistory or nationaliy known cordition

nsed as a simile will be awecrded e octter reception from the andience,

thney went

{Continued 1n Part IIT)
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