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THE CHIIDREN OF THE ELEMENTS.

Lecture by
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The ancient philosophers peopled the elements of nature with races
and species of creaturecs absolutely unheard of by the average indivi-
dual and the wise men of all ages hove claimed that nature works
through intelligent forces and not mechanical lews. Upon this hypoth-
@als we have built the doctrine of the Nature Spirits and Elcmental
Lavae. Paracelsus, the great Swiss Hermes and the greatest ph;ﬂi:lmn
of modern times, has given us the most complete analysis of thess
strange creatures who live, move and have thelr being unseen ond
unraa%isﬂd by mortal man. We see¢ their works but have never liearned

to Imow the workers who, day and night, swim and exist in nature's
finer forces.

For the sake of clearness, we wlll divide the study of these clemen-
tal spirits into three general groupings:- ¥irst, the elementals of
tho four elements or ethers whicn we comrmonly know as the Nature )
Spirita. ©8econdly, the man-creatod elemcntals of the astral and mental
plonea. And third, the Dweller on the Threshold or the individual
elemental., These threo groupings nre the same that have becn used in
the snglent wisdom for thousands of years. This first lecture will

be given over to the analysis of the first group or the clementals of
the ethers.

The Four Elements.

According to the ancient deoctrines, the universe is composed of
four principle elements, that is ol course, the tangible universe.
These four elemente are under the rulership of the Lords of Form whe
are somotimes referred to as the four-hesded Cherubim - the four-head-
ed Cherubim who stood at the gates of the Garden of Eden; the four-
headed Cherubim which, with its brother creation, knelt upon the Mercy
Seat of the Ark of the Covenant; the four beasta of the Apocalyvse;
the four easpocts of the great Assvidian Sphinx, and the Babylonian
dan-bull; - all of them are symbolical of these four primal eloments.
In a larger work, at a later time, we will go more deoply into this
wonderful problem, but suffice it to say nere that from the beginning
of time man has divided form into four basic essences. These four
onslic ossences arc the besis of all things eognizable by hwsan, moter-
ial body centers of econsciousness end all things superior to thase
four essences can only be copnized by apirituel viesion. All of the
many complex forms which appear in this world as the products of +he
geometrical outpourings of the Lords of Form, or the grest bedy-huild-
ing Devas, are the expressions of four streams of life. Thesne Tour
are roferred to as the rivers of life pouring out of the gnrden of
the Lord and they have ne thoir source the great creative Hierarchy
which the anclents referred to ng the Kings of Bdom. Physicrl bodles
are animated above cosmic root substance by theso streams of 1ife-
ﬁéving ether - which ether iz that part of %he body of the Universal

gos (or something even higher which we do not imow) whieh oceunies
the position of a carrier or container, for it passes through ltaself
in four streams the powers of the creative Logos. From its essences
is extrocted the four creative principles which nt the praacpt time
are the bnais o 6 human fourfold wvehicle:- (1) dense of-

“Fhysic
{F} etherie or_ ry, (3) astral or flery, (4) mental or nirg. S



These four vehicles have been symbolized by the ancients as t
arms of the cross and form the basis of the sacred doctrire ol th
erucifixion. Grouped together, these four, being the primal dbasi
bodies, ere under the control of the body-buiiding gualities &nd
signs known astrologically as the four fixed signs of the zodiac.
There are three crucifixions in the zodisec - the cross forme
four cardinal signs, the cross of the four:fixed signs an
of the four cormmon signs. These in turn represent the inre
erossings of the vital forees in the human body. The cniir
worl: with its manv crossing currents has its seat in the s
plezus of the human body end is 6ften referred to as the ro-
or the lsver of purification, for in its wetery and liquid dop
soul of men has to be washed in its pilgrimege to ipmorielity.
four elemonts ere the basis and 1ife behind the four physical, =
al elements of earrth, fire, air, and water, and the power from Ih
unscen ceuse-sil worlds works through the four maierial ClE:ﬁLT?
obder to express itself in bodies, cells and molscular combinations.
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&s each kingdom in nature hes a series of lives evolving through
it and cach plane is a schoolroom of a great netural cutpouring, so
it is cisimed thet these four divisions of 2tkher, expressing them-
selves in matier s the four elements, are inhabited by groups of
intelligences evolving through the clementa2l e¢ssences. According to
the sncierts, these elomentals are ereated soliely out of anc substence
-that of the ether or alement in which they exist. They have no
compound body and thercefore are not capable of immoriality, having no
germinal life cssence other then their respsctive elementeal essence.
On the other hand, being composed of only cne substance, they sre free
from the destructive influences of eross currents and therefore live
for meny hundreds, soms thousands, of ycars as tne sactive principles
of elemental essences. Among the classics of the various sutnors,
we find meny references made to thess elementals. In Pope's poem
“Rape of the Lock"” we find the elementals plaving the most important
part; in the Abbe de Villers' "Comte de Cebalis" (2 remarksble book)
w2 find 2 very exhaustive thesis on these strange pecple of nature.
They sre of varying shapes and sizos, according to their works and
duties, srd their bodies ara of varyving degrees of density, according
0 the clement in which they work: the gnomes being the most dense
con=eguently more subject to the laws of mortelity, while the sg¥lophs
being the moat attenuated, preserve themselves the grsatest length
of time.

ine MNature Spirits in the Elements.

There are four general classes of Nature Spirits, according to
Feracelsus end the Count de SGabalis:

First, the Gnomes. Under this generzi heading we find those crea-
thres w3 know as the tricksies, hoYWgoblins, eifs, forcstmen, trownies,
gwarts, little old rmen of the rosks, and many cother similar titles.
Thoy 1live in the slemant of earth and are said to work among the rocks
and tc some degres th trees end flowers. They live in the rosks and
emong the trees and ere seid to be of dwarfed size, rather heavily
B2iit, with thelr garments growing as part of them. Ascording to
Parceelsss, they marry and heve families, livirng in a strange werld
mrich the Norse pcople called Elfheim. They are said to hast cooe out
of the carth and thet now they ponetrate it to the very core. They
also live in caves end work with the moliding of stalactites and stal-
Bgmites, ihose great pillers of lime that are found in subterrenean
vaults. These Jittle people are often seen by childran who remain



clairvoyant up to sbout the seventh yonr. In the forssts snd woods
wo often seo them storing up provisions for tho winter, a grest bend
of busy little poople who aro glvon charge of the molding snd foruing
of earth, and undor tho dircotion of wisor oncs, have charge of nll
the uuliéu, bonoes, tissucs, ete., of the humnan body which they labor

with and rostore. No bonea that nro broken would bo set wore 1t not
for tho nssistance of the gnoemea ,

Thoy have their king whom they obey and respoct; he 1e enlled Gob
whleh 18 the basis for tho word goblin. It ip said that one of thoso
olomental kingdoms dwell at aach of the eorners of ereantion snd the
Enomos, who work with the most eryatnllized of nll elementa, have been
given the North corner of orcotion ns thelr hcme., Thoe encients =nid
that the gnomos governed the secrot trensurce and hidden tiuings of the
earth ard that thnose who would seok for material treasupes hidden 4n
nature must %ﬂiﬂ the support end rauslatance of the gnowes whe will
elther unveil 1t for them or olso 80 eomecel 1t thet they connot f£ind
1t, Each specic hos its own Lrailts, nnd the gneones are very misorly,
greedy and fond of good thinge to cat; but on the othop hand, thoy
work incessantly, are vary pationt nnd falthful, and would be called
in our world stendy and tompevato. Ocensionully they meet in groat
gonclaves in the heart of some dark foront np nironier the roeks, and
from them eame that wonderu) slory of KRip Ynn Winlle in "The Legonde
of Sleepy Hollow", They scrve maubind ntl the time, striving to nssist
him in his work. Thoy work intultively through the eloments nnd
while they have a certair form of mentnllity, it 1i¢ mich lees thsn ours.
They arec not capable of expressing themselves or menifesting through
mni substance excupt their own eloment: end that hypothetical e¢ther,
which prevades solid crystnllized substences ns the first ethnepic
e8sonce, 1s the only sutstance in whiclh the gnomes can function, They
are a vﬁrg busy iittlec pecople and play a grent part 4in the development.
of man, Certain forms of gnomeas dwell in old ruined castles ond thos
are one of the reascns why old bulldings are overgrown with vines an
creepers, for they are eternnlly neeking to beautify.nature. They
work in roecks and corals under the sem and also with the shell fish.
Some of them attain great size, others have the quality of chenging
slze at will, as long ns they remain in their own substanee; but the
majority of thom are very much smuller than human beéinge. The pgnomes
are not pretty but usually resemblc small deformed dwarfe, rather too
heavy, with large heads, ond strange waddling walke. As thev dwell
dovn in the darkness and gloom, they are ssld to have a cervrin cffecet

upon humaen disposition, end so the gnomes govern the Saturnine melan-
cholia, gloom end despondency.

The Undi es.

The Undines are the nymphs, nalasds, mermaids, sirens, harpies, sea-
daughters and sea-poddesses of tho enelonts. Thoy ers the elementals
whose home 1s in the water and are said to live In the cecans, lnkes,
streams and rivers of the earth; and incidentally they govern the
liguids and vital forces of the human body. As the gnomes represent
the sign of Taurus in the zodlac, so the Undines arc Sco pilo, having
to do with the life and vital forces of nature. They are ssild +o be
very beautiful and in their kingdome boauty seems to be tho keynote of
power., They have many qunlities simllar to the gnomes, dwsilirz as
they do in a world of their own, but they are generally coaeidesad to
be amicable and fortunate, nor are they dangerous in any way to ran
but serve him in the spirit of love and sineerity. They have tnoirp
rulers, as the omes, who are supposod to be vory suporior n-4 +hp
most wonderful of them end is called llacksa whom they obey and rever-
ence very highly. All of theose beings revere God and kriow of Him and



naalk to obey Him in evary way. The Undines haove beon glven the West-
i*n aornor of ereation and are sald to somotimes whilsper through the
Wenl wind, whioh 18 tholr powsr. They work with the ecroatures living
in the sen and alno are pald to have an importent part in rain. [he
nnelentn, especlally Paracelsus, consldorod that storms were couscd
Ly the battles of the nature epirite and that the ecrossing of their
qualities resulted in groat wnras in the hoavens which we know as
glarms and uphenvale. Thoso sylpha are of about the snme size as
humis bodings, usually of groat beauty, and are ayabolized generally
ne maldens draped ‘n sen-fonm or riding on the aea-horses, or as rner-
maids with the talls of fianos. They live much longer than the gnomes,
palng composed of n subbler opsence und o fincr quality of ether, hut
thoy ere aluo pubjoot to the laws of mortslity. They seem nspecially
Intereated in plante and flowors, probably boceauso the plant is con-
putoed 4n othoric double of the same gunlity of ether. The Undincs are
of a choerful bt not vary ecmotional quality, belng vital in tempera-
ment and very boautiful, thavefors they hova considerable influences
upon the vital tomperamunt of ¢ho buman belog.

The Nature Spirits nro somctimes visible to the human eye but can
enly be mannged or ruled by tnose who are perfect rulers of the
gloments in whieh they live. The mastory of clemerts by man give:n
him rulership over thoso kingdomn of bulng. Acoording to the asncients
theso orontures wore oripginelly under the dominion of the Adamic man
And nre always undor the influence of the man or oroature who is
maptor of thoir eloment. Thoey norve sincornly, though theoy do not
ronlize or recognize the needs of the roce they serve. Under the wise
fﬂidlnun and nssiptanse of higher Hierarchies these creatures are the

ntelligent besis of natural phenomenn, assisting in the placing of
qualities and powore in plant, mineral, animal and man.

~In the second part of this lecture we will take up the analysis of
tho Bylpha and the Salamanders which are the two higher tribes or
5r¢upn-nf nature spirits, having charge of the two higher elemonta of

iro and air. Many will not care to nccept the reality of theas

erantures but as they form part of the great occult hicrarehy a2nd are
tha incarnation of notural principles, it is necessary that we zive
them attention and a cortein amount of study. Under certain conai-
tiona these greatures heve attached themselves to man and servel him
fatthfully and welil, ns in tho case of the demon of Socrates, and in
many cnasés have been mistaken for nngela, demons and other supernat-
ural lavae. They are anld to nlso exist in eéssonce in the chemicals
of nature and not only are there elemontals of our earth and scheme
of things but of othor planuts and solar systems as woll, there even
belng atar and sun elementais, The main differonce between them and
man 18 that the ovolving kingdoms that we know consist of complex
erganioms composed of epirlt end & chain of wenicles, while the
elementals have no substanes in their composition save the one ether
from which they are formed, and the only evolution thoy ean have is in
the compound evolution of thelr ether from which they cannot disasszo-
clate themsolves,

(Mis will be continued in FPart II)
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