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THF. CTiILDREN OF THE ELEMENTS. --- -
Lecture by 

Manly P, Hall 

Tho ancient philosophers peopled the elements of nature with races 
o.nd ~pecies of creatures absolutely unheard of by the average indivi­
duo.l o.nd the wise men of all o.ges hove claimed that no.ture works 
thrnugh intelligent forces a!'ld not mechanicnl laws. Upon this hypoth­
esis we hnve built the doctrine of the Nature Spirits and Elcmont.J.l 
Lnvo.o. Po.ro.celsus, the great Sv,iss Hermes and the greatest ph~•si::inn 
of mod-irn times, has given us the r.iost complete o.nnlysis of these 
strange creatures who live, move and hove their beir,g unseen ~nd 
unrenlizod by mortal man, We see their works but have never .Lc'.lrned 
to know the workers v:ho, day !Ind night, swi:n and e;:ist in nature's 
finor forces. 

For tho sake of cleo.rness, we will divide the study of these elomen­
tal spirits into three genernl groupings:- First, the elementals of 
tho four elements or ethers whicn we comr,only lm?w as the Nature 
S1)iri ts. Secondly, tho mnn-creatvd elomcnt:ils of the Rstral t>nd mentn]. 
1)lnnes. And third, the nweller -:,n the 'nlreshold or the individual 
elemental. These threo groupings nro tho srune th'.lt have been used in 
tho cnc1ont wisdom ror thouso.r,ds or years. This first locture will 
bo given over to the analysis of tho first group or the olemontals of 
the ethers. 

The Four Elements, 

According to tho ancient doctrines, the universe is composod of 
four principle elements, that is of course, the tangible universe. 
Theso four elements are under the rulersh1p of t!ie Lords of For:n ~·,he 
are sometimes referred to o.s the four-headed Cherubim - the four-head­
ed Cherubim who stood at tho gates of the Garden of Eden; the four­
honded Cherubim which, with its brother creation, knelt upon the Mercy 
Sent of the Ark of the Covenant; the four beasts of the ApocnlY9se; 
tho four ospocts of the great Asayl'ian Sphinx, and the Babyloni!:ln 
·11\n-bull; - all of them o.re symbolical of theFe four primal elements, 
!n a ll\1,gor work, o.t a later time, v:o will go more deoply intc, th!.s 
wonderful problem, but suffice 1 t to say here that from the beginning 
of timo mnn hos divided form into four basic essences. These four 
bo.s1c oesoncos nro the basis of 'l.ll t!11r.gs cognizable by hwnar., mnter­
ial body contors of consciousness nnd nll things superior to th~se 
four osoencoo can only be cocnized by spiriturl vision. All of the 
mnny complex forms which appear in this v,orld ns the products of the 
geomet-ricnl outpourings of the Lo1•ds of Form, or the groot l>ccly-bui ld­
ing Devos, nrc the oxpross1nns o~ four streams of life. Those four 
nro referred to a~ tho rivors of life pouring out of the gnrdon of 
the Lo1•d. ond thoy have as their source the groat creative Hierarchy 
which tho o.noients referred to ns tho Kings of Edom. Physicr.l bodies 
nre animated above cosmio root substance by thoso stroans of lifc-
gi ving other - which othor ic that po.rt cf tho body of the Uni vorsal 
Logos (or something even higher which 110 do not know) which occ-..i~ics 
the position of o carrier or container, for it passes through ltoolf 
in foul' strooms the powers of tho creative Logos. From i t11 or,so,ices 
is oxtro.otod the four creo.t1 ve p1•inciplos 1·1h1ch l\t the prono~t timo 
oro tho bnaio o~tbo human fourfold vohiclo:- (l) donse or•-~hysical 
(2) othoric or_w~dry, (3) nstral or fiery, (4) mental oi: niry. ' 



'nlese four vehicles have been S7!:!bolized b- the ancients as the 
3.-.,,., of the c::-oss anc fon::i t:t:e basis of t.'le s;;_cred doctrir.e of t'.-le 
c::-uci.!:L'tion. Gl'Ouped togethe::-, these four, beir.g the ?ri~al basis of 
~ies, =e =cer the cor.trol of t.~e body-builcin 6 ~ual~ties and 
signs kno~-r: astrologically as the four fixed s~gns of t!:16 zod~ac •. 
::iere arc t'!lree crucifixiO:'.'!S ir. the zo-:liac - the cross forr::od cf t.i'le 
fo\U' ca.."'<!ir.al signs, the cro:;s of the four :fixec! s~gr.s anc. t:1e cross 
of t~e .!:Ol:r co-~cn sig.~s. mese in turn represent the three ~ajar_ 
crossin 0s of t!:e \-ital fo:-ces in the hu::iar. body. ?r.e entire cthcric 
wo~:~ ~:th its =an- crossing currents has its seat in ,he sol~r 
o:e.::-~s of the ct:::1a.~ bod7 i:."ld is often referrec. to as tnc ~o!~~n soa 
o::- Cle l~,cr of ?=:! . .!:ication, for ir: its watery :md liq~ic! depth the 
soul of !.!en ht..s t=> be ·sas::.ed iLJ i"Cs pilgric:a~ .... to :; .. ··::or·~~li t:;. ::1."1sC 
fo-.:.l' elc~nts ~ u.o ";)asis a.~d life :,e;:ir.:i ~e four physic'.11, :J:!:n:eri­
a- elecents of earTl:, fire, a:.r, ,u.d W'lter, and. t.'le po· .. er froi:: t~.e 
~s-:-en cr-ase-~:1 tYC':,.iC.s "ttcrics ,J..~r-,~ -t;he f~ur =3.::0 1·ial c1c.:JC:_rs i:: 
o::'der to cxp:-ess itself in boc.ies, cells an:i -:olecular cci::binations. 

bs e~cl:: kin!;doc in nature i:as a series of lives evolving tr.rough 
it ar.d each ?lt.ne is a school:'Oc~ of a g~at nntur~: oatpouri~g, so 
it is clai..~ed teat ttos~ :our divisions ~f ~~r~r, expressing the=­
se~~es ir.. :attcr as the fcur el~c~nts, a:--e ll'.:".&Ci~~~ by grou,s o~ 
~,~clli~ncos e,olvir.g through tha clee1ental t~s~~ces. Acco!'ding to 
C:.10 P'!'teicrts, these elementals a..--e crea';ed solely o~t of one subst?.nce 
-t!lat of the et.~er or elc=ent in wtic~ they exis~. -=~e3 have no 
co-po1.1,-,d body t...~d t!:eNf'ore a..-..e not capable of i=rtality, having no 
~err.:.r.a: life essence other then their resp~c~ive ele~entel essence. 
~ ~~e ot~cr haz:d, oeinz co.~?Qsed of only cne su:,stance, they Fre free 
:::-o= t~c dest::-uct1vo i:i:"luences of cross currents and t.~erofore live 
fvr ~~n7 tundrc~s, so=9 thc:isnnds, of yoe.rs as tne active principles 
c: elP::lental etsences. ;.;:;ong the classics of t~e v~ious autr-ors, 
,re fine ~c::i~ rcfe~ences cade to t..~ese elc=cntals. In Pope's poe::i 

~a:;:,e -:,_' "he :.Cc.:• we fine t~e ele::-'°ntals pla:;-ing the =st ir:pcrt~t 
p<u-t; ~n tl::o Abbe c.e Ville.rs' "Co::ite de Oab9i~s 0 (a rel:!arkable book} 
we find c ,er:; ex.~austive t~esis on .hese strsr>ge people of nature. 
-r:~ey a~~ ~f va..ryi:1g shgpes and siz~s, according to thei~ works and 
da~ics, ai::d "heir bodies are of varying degrees o: c.ccsity, according 
to u.e ole::ie:it in ~ich they wor:..; t!'le gncces being t<'le =st C:ense 
cor.i,eq'.lcntly ::iore subject to ~~e !a,-s of morte.lity, '1hile the ~Yl?hs 
beir-g "he :::ost attenuated, p:-eser-,e .:hoC1Sel-1es t:.e ireatest le:-:.;t!l 
o.:' t:..n:e. 

'!here are four genera: classes of Xatu..--e Spirits, according to 
P~r~celsus and the Ccunt de ~acal~s: 

First, the Gno:ios. iJncer this general heading we find those orea­
!.~-ct: ,TS knou l"S -:±e t:-=.cl:.sies., ~o'lgoblins, e:;..f"s, forcs,:;::en., t~owx:ies 
c~=~s, :1ttle old ::en of t.~e rooks, and rean¥ other si::iilar titles. ' 
~o- l '.. -;e ii: the olc::-ent of earth and are said to work among t.~e rocks 
a:-~ tc s~~e degree ,nth trees end flo~ers. They live in the rocks ar.c 
e~o • .g ~l~ trees and u-e sr.id to be of dw=fed si~e, ra~~er heavily 
c·.li:t, .rit:: their ,;ar"Jen~s g:•orlng as part of tha--:i. A~cordins to 
!>"! .... :..c-e!.s"..:~, ther =~ry and. hai:e fsnilies., li 7ir!g in a st~a..--1ge wc.,..ld 
:,.;_c:· t"le ::crse FCOple cnllod Elfhci::1. They are said t.:. ha:: co::ie out 

of .:.'le ea.~th anc. t.'lr.t no\l the:; penetrate it to the -cery core. <;hey 
nl:." ii,:e in cnves and work With the r:::olding of stalactjtes r,nd s~a1-
e-.i~~cs, ::.!:ose gre3t pi!lcrs of lime that are found in sutte.~£nea..~ 
-~::.:ts. '!hese little people are often seen by c.'1i:dren who re:::ain - -



cln1 rvoynnt llP to nhOl\t LhO OOV()llth YOf\r', In thti /'l)rt,t,l,11 IIYJd '(/l)fJt'ltl 

wo orton ooo thorn atorinf! up lll''l)v1n1otHJ l'or th1J w1rit111•, " 11,1•1>1,t ,,, nil 
'~ bu11y l1t1;1.o pooplo wlto Ol"<1 glvvr chor•1{0 of thv n.,,1a1n1~ rtrill rr,r•1,11r.f/, 
u onr•th, nnd. undor Lho d1?'uct1on o!' w1oc,t• on1,r,, h11v1J r:t,, rg,, ◊£ ~) l 

thu sol1do, bnnoo, t.llllJUOO, otc., OJ' th<.i hUl\lf\n hl)d:r 1/nteb 1,11,,:r 1,, l,'11' 
wl th nnd roll tc-ro, No bonoll thnt ni•o bro)<'11n wouJ ti l')IJ ,H,t 'H()l'tJ 1 t n11t 
f'or tho nooiatnnco or tho gnomoo, 

Thay hnvo thotr 1<1ng whom thoy ob"Y lln'1 roopoct; h1, 10 cr<11,,t1 01 r, 
which lo tho bn::11.:J .fo:i:-1:lto Wl)l'd ftobl1n. It 1tJ on1tl thllt r;nt; r;f l,t<::11) 
<'lOll'Ontnl k'l.nedom:; dr10.J.J nt onch 'o.r tho c-:,cn,,ro l)f crl'J11ti◊n r•r1J :;;,, 

gnomD:i, who work vi1th the moot cr;rotoll1zod of nlJ o.J.ljm<:nL.,, tir;•11, 11<;1,ri 
g:i. ve:'I tho North coroc)r or cron t.ll')n o.o tho1r hc,mo, Th1J rncl'lnto '1r 1<1 
thnt t.ho gnomos govornod thl') uo.:~ut trurourul' nnt.1 tdl.l,J,,r. 1,n1riril) r1f thr; 
enrth nr.d thnt tno:io w110 Y/l)UlC: nouk for mator111l tr·c:i,11lrco ht11QrJ11 1n 
nnturc must gn1n the nupport 11,1<1 ro.,1J!:rM,r:o 0f ~h1; r~i<?r/113G v/110 'lltll 
01thor unvo11 it .for thorn or oloo 00 c n1Ji.,•l it trll•t they c,,nriot f1nf.l 
it. Ench spec10 hro its own .. ~..1'tt·1, ll)JJ, •:,110 IJ'"l1l/')O (ll'/) VO'P'/ m1i:,r,rl:r, 
greody ~nd rand o.r good thing~ t" out; but on t~o 0th<.ir hon4, they 
work 1ncossontly, nro vory pnt1ont nnd !'n1~h:f'ttl, nnd wr;ul<'.1 br.: calJ.f.l(l 
1n our viorld stondy o.nd tompot•nto. Oc"n'$1on,.1 ly thoy mo,:,,t 1n gl'cnt 
conclnvos 1n tho heart or oor10 <'.lo.rk roroot "r n,w,t,t• the, rol)kB, snit 
from them cnmo thnt wondo1•tul stor.y of Htp 'ff\r. w1n1·.1.o 1n "'.C'h'J ~r{r,n<Jo 
of Sloopy Hollow". They ovrvo mn),1-1 nri n 'i.l th,; t1rto, otrj v1ng to nlln1et 
him in his work, Thoy worK intu1LJ ·,oly thrvnl{h the r,1,,monto "n•l 
whi lo thoy hn vo o. ce rtn1i. fo"l'm or rr.ontn 11 t:r, 1 t ir m,1oh le8u th:;n l)ura. 
They o:ro not oo.pablo of oxpl'oosing thomoolvl'lo or mon1feot1ng thrl.l11gh 
any substnnco oxcu1,t th(l1:r Ol'ln ol.omont; end that h:,pcthot1c,,l '-'•it"", 
which prevados solld crrstnll1zod oubotnncoo no the firot othc,r1c 
ossonoo, 1s tho only oul'.oto.n<-o 1n whlclt tho enomon Cl).ll funct1.on, Th<?y 
nre o very busy little people ond ploy n gro1.1t port in tho d(;v,:,,lopm,:int 
of man. Certain forms of gnomes d1·1oll 1n old ruined co.otleo "nd thv 4 nre one of tho reoi1cns v1hy old bu1ldingo ore overg:rown with v1noo and 
creepors, for thoy aro otornnlly necking to bco.utifJ.nature. 1'hoy 
wor·k in rocks o.ncl cornlo undor the ooa and o.leo •:11th the aholl fioh, 
Some o:f' them attnin groat size, ~thors havo tho quality of changing 
size at will, as long os thoy remain 1n their ovm euboto.nco; b\lt the 
mnjor1ty of thom are very much omuller thon human be1ngo. Tho P,nomcs 
oro not pretty but uouolly rooomb)o small doformod dvr11rf'o, rntt,or too 
heavy, with largo honcls, and otro.nge vrn<ldllng walkri. Ao thoy dwell 
dovm 1n the darknoos ond gloom, they ore said to have 11 cert( in effect 
upon human dispoa1tion, ond co tho gnomoo govern thO Saturnine melan­
cholia, gloom and despondency. 

The Undi• ea, 

Tho Und1nes aro tho nymphs, nal.odo, mormn1do, oirens, hurp1oo, oea­
daughters and soo-r,oddooso3 ot the c,nciento. Thoy or~ the ol~montola 
whoso home is 1n the wn te1• n:.ct lll"O :;aid to 11 vo in tho oconno, lnkeo, 
streams o.nd r1vors of tho cni•th; c.nd 1nc1dontol 1y thoy govern tho 
liquids Md vi to.l for cos of i:ho hur.tan botly. Ao tho gnomos ropr,,11Pnt 
the sign of To.urus in the zodioc, oo tho lfnd1noo aro Seo i>1o, h~ v1 r.g 
to do with tho lifo ond vi Lill rorcc.,o of nnt11:•u, Thoy uro ou1.d to be 
vary booutiful and in tho1r ktngdoms boo.uty ooomo to bo tho_~eyno~e or 
power. Thoy havo mnny qunl1•1.co ~!mil,~r to tho ('lnomoo, e11·1,,.1 ... jr-.: ao 
thoy do 1.n n world or thoir own, but thor orl' gonorolly co.1r1d'· · ., to 
bo o.m1coblo ond rortunn.to, nor uro th'JY ao:111,c,rouo 1n cny 1·,·i:, t,, •·•n 
but servo him in tho opirit o.r love o.nd oincority. Th!Jy havo tn,,1r 
rul.ors, ll6 tho Rnomos, who nro ouppoood to bo very 011pl'lrl "l' '~'1 tho 
most wondorfu). or thom 11nd 10 cnllod llockon. whorn they oboy &nd rovor­
onco vory h1gll~ly. All or thoso boingo rovoro God and kt1ov1 of U1m ond 



,1111• l.r> nt111v 111111 111 11vn1•v w,,y. 1J•110 V11<ll1100 h11vu buon 1<tvon tho West-
,, r,11•11111• r,(' 01•1111Lton 1111cl 111•n 0111!1 Lo t•omoLJ.nioo whlopor thr >nf)i ~ho 

I ~1 win,,, Wl\\c,11 1/J l,IJ11l1• pnv,1,r•, •11,1,y work wJ.t:h th<' cronturnr. li1ing 
I II l,h "' ' 1t!111 /I I 10 /11'1! Ill• ltt LO hl•VO 11n 1mportrnt nnrt in rn in. 1110 

, 11 , 11tn, 011pnc1,,11y 1•11•ho1,1nuri, 0011ultlorotl tht,t uLormu wore cou;;,,J. 
Ii 1111 1,1,l,Ll,,11 or 1,ho 111d,l•l"o ur1l'1'\,tt ond t111,~ Lh'.l crossing or 1,i,,,1r 
,,,. 11~11>I l'(l11lll Lotl 111 P,l'tlll~ '1//tl'tl ln tho hOllVOnu which \'10 knOI'/ ns 
nln1•1111 ,,,111 npl1n11v'll11. 'l'hc,110 nylpho iiro or nbc,u·~ tho snmo sizo as 
liurn11, I u1ngo, u1111al ly o!' fl'.\'•lr•L bonut,y, nnd f\l'U oy .. 1bolizod gonornl:ty 
,,n 111 I •Ir 11t1 rJ1•nJHHI 111 nu11• f'r,,,,,1 oi• 1'1d1ng on tlu· OOIL-horses, or as ner-
1n1 lt 1ll w1111 Lho 1.111,1 o,· t'lt1111111, ~•hoy l1vo ·nnch lon~or than t1"o '5nomes, 
I), I"" "l11npno, U r,f' II llUh',LOr OCl!lUtlUO 11nd (I finl.l:' CJ'lfl) itv of ()'.;!'>or, hut 
\,I 1 ,, r· ·, 111110 1111\•jc,r'L 1.u t.l1•1 1,1wu nf mot·Lt•llt 3 . '!'hoy <:c,rm r.isreci,,lly 
111 • 1·" r.cirl t n I' 1,,.11.r' rintl r low• l'IJ, probubl y bc,cnuoo tho plant is ~om-
p, ,11,,a 111 ul,hot•lc lnub1u 01' tl u 1'111l~u ct,1·111 ty c,f otltot•, 'l'he vnci!'10'l ore 
OI' ,, cho11~r1~l hut noL vnpy c.,intJI l1Jl'11] (JHl\11 ty, b0111r; vitnl in i;(''.'lllJCra­
m, Hi, rintl v, ry bu ,utl (\1 t, u,,. ,, r,,ro th<'.f t.~v) cons:lclornblo influences 
UJ)l'ln l,ho vt tul tomporn1r.ont l')f .ii> 1,u.111",1 IJ\:ln!.), 

'rho t111Luro :'lp1r1 LO nro oomc,t.1,no•, vtnlblo to tho humo.n oye but cm 
only htJ mnnHgod or i•ulu<l by t.r,c,uu who 111•0 pOl'fOct rulors of the 
ctomontn In whicl, lhoy live. 'l'ho mootory of clo:norts by mon give: 
h1 ,n 1•ul 01•11h1p ovov thooo k1n11ctorno of bv1 ng. According to tho on~.1.ents 
thor.11 er~ 11t1t:r>oo wnro 0'1'1 c1.11~ 11 y unc'or tho doMinion of the Adami c mnn 
11n<l 111•0 r,lwoyr, unl!or ti,o lP!'!ucnou or tho mon or oroaturo who is 
mnator• of' tho1.r , ·,nion~. Tho:,- 11ol"vo tJ1.t,co.roly, though thoy do :-iot 
r!. 1111 zo or t•ocOf!l'l, r.u th 1, novr\o ?i' tho raco they oorvo. Under thu Wise 
HU1dnnoo find n110111+nnoo of hifhOr H1ororohios thoso creatures o.r" the 
lntolllgunt bllni;i r,t nnLvrnl phunomonn, assisting in the placing of 
qur, 11 t1oa 1•r1C1 pow111•0 1n plnn ~, mineral, animo.l o.nd man. 

tr, tho oooond 111•1•t or thi~ l'3ct.ure wo will tnko up tho nnrlysj s of 
thll tlvlpho nnl.l ~hu Salnmnulloro which nre tho two highor tribes or 
"l'OIJflO or nnturr uplrl tc, hovin3 ohar~o or the two higher elements or 
1'1 ro nil 111r. Mfln:, wi J l not cnre to ace opt the roali ty of the so 
cro1,t11r1 o but 1111 I.boy fc,rm p1,rt oi' tho gret1t occult hioro.rohy 0 nd 'lre 
:11,, lnc r•n1,tln11 of naturnl pr1nc1plos, it is nocesso.ry thnt wo -;ivo 
Lhom nttontinn e>nd n COT'tn1.n nmount or study. Under certn1.n col"1.1i­
tiono th,1110 cro11turoo hl"VO otta~hod th<>msolvos to man o.nd servej him 
fC1lthr111 ly nnt1 viol 1, ,u; ln tl~o coco or tho demon or Soc1•ntos, !\lld in 
m11ny cnr1011 hnvo b<'on inin tnlcr1n Cor nngoln, dumons 11nd other nupernat­
ur, i l11v11,,. Th()y 1,ro nnirl >;c, nlno cxi.ot in os,;onco in tho chemico.ls 
or nnturo nn1l not only nro thoro olomontnlo of our onrth nnd scheme 
or t.hlnl{O but o!' ot,h..il" p.\ ,nuto one\ soln1· oystoms ns well, there oven 
bO 1 n/l' o tr1l" nn<l n1in otornont11lo. Tho mtl:Ln difforonco between them and 
m11n ?o th11t Lho nvolv•ni: K'.ncdo1:m th'\t wo know consist of complox 
l'Jt"P,11nl11mo componod of sp1r1t 11n<l '• ci1nin of vo;11.c1es, while tho 
olumontnln hllV<' "" 0,,1,11 tnncn in •.1ir 1r cornp'>oi tion 11ave tho ono ether 
rrr,m vth1 ch thoy nro t,,rn.r,1, llnd 1;ho 0111)' o·,o:.ucion thoy onn hnvo is in 
th< coinpnunrl fJvolu~ion or tho 1 r othor r1•om wl,1 c,1 they C(lnnnt di~osso-
r, to to thOmlJO) VOS. 

('l'hio w1 Ll 1,0 continued 1.n Pnrt II) 

Cnr, rrl P'htoCI 1023 
Mnn 1 y I'. HI• 11 
I'< rrn1 oo 1 r,n to copy mny bo 
,, c:ur,,cl 1,11nn 11i,p1 I c11tion 
tr, ruthfJr. 
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