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THE ATTAINMENT OF WISDOM.
By Manly P. Hall.

_are many in the world toda seasing intellectua
Tly believing the doctrines ?:hg?ram up%cndim: but E;;:r;::ligge
aality H::g nnnpﬂﬁnmd to p:na r.'mftn others the concepts they

ave accumulated. ge percentage of our spiritusl teschers are

a5 ?ﬁl;im to lnowledge and truth which they do not truly nﬂ:seg:;
i in'g']_m"lt they underatand the grest spiritusl mystery of being
Shon fiity they only Imow what someone else has told them about
f!‘n‘ :w_ﬂturigs. There is a fine drawn line hetween the exzoteric and
e _osoteric atudent, between the viaion of the seer snd the intellec-
tunl concept which often aprears to be the truth that it is not. There
are few peopls able to differsntiate in their own binds between sight
and sense, lmowledge and belief, spirituslity snd mentality.

The intellectual student is like the parrot that says sensible thin
tut is not personally involved with any of the words ﬂ?aentfmcea ‘.‘.':1::_-t'll?r.r
it is pronouncing. Just so meny of our occult teachers repcat what
they have been told or what they have read that their light may serve
the wdrld, but their concepts have made no impression upon them nor
i have they accepted it themselves at all. The mysiie lmows thet words

without the spirit of the one who gives them into the world are bars
indeed and the intellsctual concept without the sveryday practice and

ATEPIrTtual understanding of 1t 1f nothing more them a string of
lanoquered words.

When we give unto a friend of the bounty of nature we give that
whicéh iz not our own but when we sacrifice ourselves then we have glven
A gift that carries the spirit with it. Then the mystie and the true
occrltist gives wisdom to the world he gives of rimself; he has saeri-
ficed his 1ife to ettain that wisdom, he has rencunced the world in
order to inatruet it, he has surrendered perasonality in order that he
may g:ide the sleeping personalitics of the world, In other words, his

ft to men is a fruit of divine sacrifice, the deepest =nd most com=-
plete sacrifice that it is possible for one individual to make Ior

another.

There is 1ittle value in lmowledge umless it comes out of the soul

of the giver where through years of searching and striving it has =low-
1y unfolded itself to the asplring candidate. EKnowledge that comes
from the hesd 1s usually the basis of wrangle, dissension and ar 1%
but that which comes from somewhere within the 1life snd soul of ome
poftens and sweetens man's relationships to man and strengthens Tas
soul for its battle in life. The intellectuel teschers glve out that
which iz not their own but that which they have read or been Enm by
others, while the truly great one, like the lMaster Jesus at 4t last
of his own body the bread to feed tha world and of his
jon. When the CGreat Cne gives His

wp“r’aﬁivﬂ {ne of holy commun
own blo the wine - himseld and the spirit of the giver

the world he ia giving I ) :

::::g:sxtghe gift; not only does he give ef hiﬁeliibu.t he Eiw.—s_;*:-:,:ﬂ
[ with him for the realization of the unive

that Brother who is aver me let us learn to build the lmow-

ars that are to co -
1ight. In the ye 1ives rother than into our heeds, let ua learn to

a wo have into our g i WEin
iﬁ-u the laws that we now study anc ﬁ::&;ghasi*:.e ifx our -;‘r:h..nl 1ife
those truths that we novw soek to spreand among our fellew men.

{s sent into the world all the bonds which E;l

When the Probationer - Toa e
yain comas one I
e sovered and he &ge L‘i"-veﬂl‘.‘

te-the Oreat Work ar comes one amggg
mrnga'.’ Hore durdng his prnbntimship he i tested .-..-r._if.n.::i: itz
ag Lo his attitude, his 1i{'e ond his understanding. Muring this perd



8 none, and is

| will bo received back inte that thi
QA8 8lwate Deasnasd to, If ho fails in thie every day application of
pirituallby bo st remain in the world until Cinally victory is ggint-.'

During tﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂing months le: us endeavar to reali G
SE - e = . : 8 that th T
Zﬁatiﬁﬁ?gﬁ;?imn which it 1s poasibls for mortal boing to ':'e:-f:.r.'-.'I.*l.a'etj_E.‘Jl
life. The rﬁﬂl"‘ﬂ?ﬂn into your sonl during the every day experlences of
T P ;E*Eﬂipt, the kind liness, the clhierity and the irnate under-
Y PoutE ﬁhiﬂ'{'-‘ik : to ‘the panoramn of ondleas occcurancen measurss tae
o TICeE Hat s really yours among the spiritusl things of nature, Wis-
S Soine the icﬂr:lﬁ withi 1]1.’!‘“12‘1‘.1“5; 1t comza with Jiving, Only when we
vhiah I naide of the cup can w2 voacaive thé spirituai ordlination
i o ﬂitﬂ in it 2a the Blood of tho Christ. When we have cleonced
fon 'in“%' Een ull_mn? Soma Em-:l drink of the comrunion wine of spirit
A s Btead of a wan the Initlate has bucome 2 well of living watera
ﬂ;’?ﬁlg up in the wildernssa whers the thirsty of the world may come
L0 dpinit - not of things human but of things axernal.

=ach reach the highest peal wiilca mon may attain by preparinz
L natures tonteceive the firer curronis of matural forea
: '-;“I.!i’?-"-'_":?c‘?!_'{ to nguwelsh ell +ho will attunc themselvee
nagr “Creve e ]e : 3z . Hon s o graat recaliving station of
ural forct and thousendn of messages pass through-himrevery day. no!
medinmistic weasages but tho ssaseges of nnvural force which express
themsalves in thought, action ond da2sire.

~ Those who wovld come into the light of actusl Mmowledge must lesrn
to realize that wisdom rests in the proving of things end in the finer
and higher qualities of reascn. The wise men ¥nows and does and his
actions being in harmony with his iriowing emphasize the sincerity of

1ia wisdom.
| PR

The time 1s coming for Hlew Year's reaolutions (which are usually macs
first week in January and broken the second.) This yesr let ud
spire to hold through the entire span of months the resolutions which
make this New Yesr. The occult achonls are indeed mystic organiza-
tions eond entrence to them is man's pledged oath ond vow. HanyT people
'Mﬁ__@t-; to ocaths and vows but there are some which we must take as we
“ﬂd‘alﬂng the line. They are not however pledgis made to othevs, iney
arce moral obligations which the body must sssume end live up co. HE
wnst pledge ourselves to ourselves; our 1ife 1s cur living oath of
allegience to the cause which we mozt cherlsh while tho vows we take 1t
the silence of ovr soul tie us to the pasters of Wisdom. No vows to
:Tr;'.-,‘Eh;ar mortal things—but an endless vow of allegience 1o our Gad.
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T - 5 somises we make to ourselves
Let thisc New Yeecr bring with it these promiass Wt ﬁr.u.:e Lves
‘ﬁtilﬁm g‘lﬂ demance of vs that we shall do tha Lest that is in us for
‘the unfoldment of our nature and the glorification of the plan. All
'.& I ~okn L} T have cver been written in ¢his world ond all the lun’g;:rt
ﬁiv:ﬁn since earth begen annnot bring you ﬂi!r ﬂluuir‘ﬁtn the I“”éﬁ‘rét?fﬁr
2 SN de = A at beat a mental concopt. nern
oF than somong else s ides oF e

ﬁmf riﬁ:'s I‘Ehn; proctical life of pegeneration, purilication, self master]
and harmlessness, the bodies attunsd by thelr pu ifleation and the i
res 1ting improvemeptt of OrgaNic gualitr ave capable of finer ideals,
nobler concepts and truew estimates than 1t la possible for us to maxe
in our present con.ition.



, uncolored by personality,
ysis, only seers and patriarchs of
ities are a basis of wisdom whish is
. expsrience.

.
ﬂpiﬁqgnﬂﬁara of being spoke unto the chila
_wrath, esaying. "Thou shalt not." This
i _anniens iaw, But ¥ith the coming of the new law this is
changed to "Thou shalt." Np longer does the prophet say you mist dot
do ?ﬂl'- ?“t‘-i now IWHEFH you misat do good. These paracpvavhs nre nol
affirmative and anyone who trles to mske them intd rfflvmabiors will
destroy all th=ir value. Thsy ere pasclutions with which to cp=n tne
new year that it may in truth bring us cleser to wisdom and understand
ing. Therefese lat us coneider these resolutions as listed Hulow:

Bl
|

1. TUnto that Self wnich is within me und 1o the source of all, I
send those greetings which the Lody cen sénd unto the source of itself
and pledge that this year I shall serve this spirii within syself wit:
wﬁ“hqﬂrt’ my mind and wy hand—no% to Lhe glorification of matter but
that all the world may know the reaiity of spirit,

of all things, luowing neithcr foe vor friend, kith or kin, racs
T ﬂ"_ﬂll -ﬂﬁpﬂﬂsiza this cdirg the coring year through that |

| ;5f$# thﬂ ﬂpi:it in man is a Prieond o2 21l things, one with the

el T “ig;ﬁﬁuﬁﬂggﬁﬁﬁhgiﬁinitqcmgnireqtariﬂn of the infinite. I shai
Rarm no Iiving thing durine tnfs year btat shall szex eommunion with
that spirit fn 811 iiviug things whielx is the univeraal solvent of

inharmony.

3. My relationship with my brother man this yeer shall be based
upon my own intrinsic realization of right and not upon their attitude
t0 me. £ shall make no difference to me how I an t 1reated, for furing
this yesr I shall only do gocd, express charity, live fraternicy, end
follow the doctrine of non-resistance. I shall neither resist evil

nor accept it but shall remain in poise whils others are in tvrmoil.

4. WNo word of dissatisfaction, of criticism or of destrmctiveness
shall be launched into the world this coming year from me. I shall
meet and receive all things in the spirit of charity and will tcccept
those responsibilities which the world gives ms in peace, in polse o
in placidity, no matter how hard my lot nor how sad my life.

5. I shall be clean in thought, word and action; in vody, mind an’
soul; and nothing shall defile the tomple of the liwving God within me!
either that which goeth &n, that vhich cometh out, but both shall Da

acceptable in the sight of the most highs

‘6. My voice shell not be raised in snger nor my words be guick in
tone or harsh in meaniBg bud ahall be in poffect peace unto all things.
pealizing the fundemental unity of all 1ife and that diversity is
naturs's illusion.

7., This year I shall labor. Every day something useful must be
stonding when night falls to show that today haz not been in vain.
Someone shall smile who has not smiled bafore, someone shall be glad

who is sad, somecné shall be richer who Was pPoor, ench day that I am
spared in this world of men.

8. younger bpothers T also pledge in the spirit of helpful
s il g thet each year will come closer to reali-

ness all that I have and am,
zation of the oneness of all 1ivineg things.



111"-5“ been beset, those thoug:
those friends who have been
d who have been false to me —
greetirgs that, while they may be false
;% %o them, That one Power in the univer:se
es and the cause of all causes — to

%: 80 a@aaily broken by the thoughtlessness
: - mey each day be trus and come closer to the ideals
which iow but wnich the weakriess of the flesh so seldom gives
expresslion to. ﬂ;’ﬂthajr. bepat and God — all three of these in
nature skall realize my realization of unity for I shall live this
year to cérve those who alone have the power to reward in spirit and

Let us this year take unto ourselves these resolutions, build them
into that eternal part of ourselves which was before the world was
and shall be when oblivion dissolves all things.

_In the basic realization of humen relationship snd of man's
3lationship to God 1lies wisdom and the relationship between man and
dody will be the base of his relationzhip with the Body Cosmic,
18 relationship shall be emphasizod in spirit and in truth
auring . the coming months-—that past knowledge shall be changed to
wisdom, irtellectunlity bo spiritunlity snd mind forces into soul
powers. In this the student fulfils that task which he is appointed
to accomplish and passes succeasfully through that probationship

which we know as life.

This lecture is copyrighted
by Manly P. Hall, December, 1923.

Fermission to copy can be secured

upon application to author. ?; w



	Local Disk
	Manuscript Lectures




