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!Jl!: ATTAl!IKEl:T OP WISDOU. 

By Uonly P. Hall. 

Th~r~ arc mnny in the world today pos3esc1n~ intellectual knowledge 
nnd "ir~ly believing tho doctrinos they o.ro sprendin~ b-.1t who a.re not 
1
111 r"'al 1 t:~, roo.d•, or prcpnrod to pao: on to otherG th8 concept~ tt.e7 
1

•
1vr: nccitr:ull"tcd. A lnrge pF?rcentage of o•.1r spiritual teacher: are 

m 1 klrir: cloirn.3 to kno\:led~o and truth which they do not tr-J.ly poeoess; 
t.,1cy clo1u thot t:i.c:, undf'r3tnnd the g,,re~t s~1r1tual ri."stcry or being 
t,ut 1n r,... lity the::, onl·r 1:n0\7 ~mnt 3omeone el:-:e ha3 told the::l about 
thc,no T' t"'ries. Thr?re 1.s a fine drm·m line hettteen the. e;:;oteric anc! 
tho oaoteric $tudent, between the vioion of the oeer and the intellec­
tuol concept which often opnear~ t~ be the truth that it 1$ not. -:-t.~re 
er,:, fri;w ncopll" nblt- 1;0 81ffcr'!nt1ate in their own blnc!s betveen zlght 
nnd :.cn::,c, knowledge encl belief', spirituality a."\d ccntal1ty. 

The 1ntellectunl student 1s like the parrot that says scnsil>lc th!rc, 
but 1:; not pcraonolly involve•~ \Tlt'h an~t of the T.ords er :1er.tencee thit 
it 1~ prono~ncing. Ju:lt so ~or.y of oiar occult teacher$ rcpc~t ~hat 
the, l;nvo been told or what the:r ,10.ve rend that t, eir light .~.ay se,-..-e 
lht' world, but their conccpt:l have !"Ulde no 1.rtpr,..t;sion u;:>0n the-, ncr 
~RVG tr.cy accepted it thcr.J3elves at all. '!hi! :-··st1c kno•s th1"t '&'Ord! 
with~ 1•t the op1r1t or the one ;Tho ""ives t."'l.e:::: into the \Torl~ a.re bare 
1n,~ntt-d rw' :'.1.4' 1r.toll,::ctuol coriccpt w1 thout the cvc-r~•d::.r ;n·•-:ct.;.ce er.~ 
th r. 1r1tu1!.l d rt•.,.n~in;; of" it 1::: r.ottin., r.:orc tton ~ stt-in& ,..r 

l t\Cqu,,rcd v10rd=:. 

When \;C _;1vc unto n. friend or t.li.e OO·.:nt7 or nature wl! giv"' t :.:i.t 
\Trlch 1~ not ou.r own t,ut ·.-,hen \Te sacr1!'1ce CN.r3elves then wr; "'a.""e -!. ... "tr:. 
" 1rt thnt corrit:, th~ op1r1t ,nth i~. ,her. the ?rr:!.t1c anC. t"-:.e tr.:;e 
occ ltlnt give:; rticdom to the world ht> gives of "r.1~~lt; he 1"'.:i~ sacri­
:1cr-d hi& life to a tta1n that vrizdor.i., ~I'.' ~1ns renounccc' ;..:'"l.e ;orlC. i:-. 
ord"r to in!Jtruct 1 t, he hos aurrcndcrcl ·~ersonality in o~er t!:at !-.e 
ma:, g~idc the olccping pcroonalitico of ~he world. Ir. ot.'1er •. ores, io 
gift to mon 1a a fruit of divine sacrifice, the deepest md =•t co~­
pl~tr, Dacr1f1cc thAt it 13 pos3ible ror on~ 1nCiv1dual to ~~~e for 
n.nother. 

Th~r~ is little vnlue in 1mowledgc tmleso it cores out of t!le so~: 
of the giver \?here through years of oeerching and strivir.,; it !:ao olcw­
ly unfolded itoolf to the aspirinr cruididate. Knowled~c th~t co:::es 
from th(' hood 1!, uaunlly the ba$l5 or '1rangle, di:.ser.s1on and crguoent 
but thnt ._.,hich comes from some•,1hcre within the life and sot,l of c:-e 
ooftrns and .,woe tens men 1 :; relationships to :"'.!.8.i'"l. ru_:d strengt:1.er.~ :~c .. 

l for 1t, battle in life. ~'ll'· sntellectunl te.chers sivc o~t .r.e. 
4~~ h i" not th~ir o,·m but th t ,·l.1c~ t~ey !iave rend or been told o­
w ;h~rG ... while the truiy great one,. like the ?'.ester Jesus at ~:ie l~~-:; 
", ,..r' ,1vc~ or hie ovm body the --:read to reed the T,'Orld n::-L c;.. .. __ /·-i~ 
OUPPbl~oa thr wine of holv co=i.ion. ,'llen the Greet Cne flVeS -1• 0 rn 10n to thC world he 1G r,;ivino, hir.i:;elZ and t!'ie ;,1r1t o: r1;~ €~~: 
v n ift• t onl·• coes '•o rive of l:iosel. b'o.1t l:e i;.v •• -·· 
,u,:,wonc tho g , no • 1th hi_; for the reali .. at ion o"" t"''"" ·..:..-!.vc:"~al 
that Droth~r who 1:. over w • ... let ... le•· - to bu-41·.:~ t\.-,,.; la':c- -

1 th yesro thnt nre to coir£ •• J "' - ' ••• 
light. . n ci t • our livC!i rnth'"r t~an tr.to ot:r ~ec.ds, le~ .s -~ !T te-
lfll.~n "" ,1avc n o tud. Y -~· e~-ha•i•e in o:.=.r ""Crsc, ,tl l!. .. e 

U l thnt ,·o no11 • ~~ ··•· • • liv" 10 0.\/.0. , , eek ,._o --urcnC a"'lon,b o-.•..r fr·llc-• r,cn. 
'1ori~ truthc th, t "'r- no, e "' .., 

1 ent into tr.c ,·orld all t:10 :x,:cCs 1:. ti. 
\fl"irn th'! Probn ~ioner s 3 ,.. t"d ·an~ he ft oi~ bl"' co ... s r"r,e a~ .. "' ,:x-:-tal 

·1m t4) tJ1C Crrc.t lork arc :sc~-~iC'r."'hi"' h"" i .. U'""tc nc: te~tc ....... "ve:-"1·· 
,n1nl'l'rJ. I(f'J,'"0 clu1•1ri hi.slri:("I a cl .·11- .,r:dc.rcitt ire. --....U-1 C t~it ~= C<. 

fJC v,, 1 J tt1t,1f1o, 111:s ie en .. • 



The time is coming for New Year' n resolutions (which are usually ma''' 
th" first neck in January and broken the c.l\cond.} This "ear ·,e• uc 
aspire to hold through the entire span of months the resolt•tions ... ,1<,t. 
~'; malce thiZ ?~cw Ye~r. The occult =::chocls are indeed mysti.c orgnniz"'-
... 1ons end cntrence to them is man's pledg~d oath :-nr! vow. ~·~n .. .,. peot,Jc 
-:ibj~ct to oaths and vows but thc:re ,..~r" svmc- which we r-tust t~!<~ n.3 w~ 

o "'lonr.; the lint". They are not however µlcdg ~~ r.mde to oth ,'~ .• thry 
"" r 0 .l obligations which the body must assum<- and live up .~. -
mu3t pledge oursclv'?s t..., ourselves; our life l.1 0,.1.:r 11vinS o,1t1, or 
ollcgiencc t0 the cause s.nich ;ve mo~,; c:-.e:-ish whil~ th~ v,,-:.c .1e tnke ,. 
1,,he ::;ilenco of ot•1· sncl t.'.i.t3 U3 1.0 tl't.c tast:ers of \':jsclor.-. No '"0'.';S to 
? sher r.iortal t·.,;ntss-tut :u1 cndlr,ss ·,01·: ,, •• all()glE>nc" to our Goe\, 

L t th~ .. c ?lew Ye":- oring with it thes p1·or:-i:lf'S \'Je MO.~<e to ourselves, 
, heri. no ?11f' dem:i.n( .. o! t,~ thot we sh::ill do th.> u,.:-t t1.:1t is in us l'or 
the ,,r.foltlr::cnt of r"r n:ii;arc 0 nd the gl"r1f1~.,t1on of the plan. All 
the bool<:J tha1' hc.v.:i -.:ver been 111 lt~'n in 1,tis , .. ,,,,lJ .,nd all the loct:.:l't 
given !linco c~rth b.:igc.~, ~ ,nnot hrini; yo•.1 "''Y clooor to the renlizntion 
of right thori sorrone els-3 's id~." er 1. bf::,t a r,-:.r.t);- ro:i~ept. But \·;her. 
r.inn lives the pr~cti\;Ol life 01 rcg~ner 1.,)0n, 1,\!f'i,,._ .cition, self master• 
Pnd hnrrnlo~slle3n, th, .. bu<!.tc:; o.l tt."l&)rl b, tl".cl-r t,t·t 1.~'lcation nnd the 
,·cs· 1tinl! icp~:,ve...,~n~ of org:u, . c:•1<>l it-• Ar·• carab1c of finer ideal•, 
r.~b1 r concepts ,,,,( true" ecti. tes tbe.n it iJ •v,si -le for us to' ·',e 

~ o·r present con·1.i0n, 



Only a sage can make an honest estimate, uncolored by personslit,, 
only gods ere capable or rignt analysis, only seers and patriarchs of 
r1~1~ a1•~.1•jmin;,tion. Tl11)se qualities are a basis of wisdo:n 1·1hi-::h it 
not hook lenr:-ire but prur.tical E'Xp rience. 

!:-, thl'l ncient •1nsaic la.\, the po\,ers or br..:ing spoke wito t!1c c! 11 
re"l of earth in th9 voice of ,rat~, cnying, "Thou shnlt not." Thts 
','l'"IJ t.:10 arir1t.r-·., :i.--J.·,v~ But trith tt2 ~or:.1ng of the new }"\\'I this is 
cr.-...nr,ed 'to 111hon -hr,lt. 11 Ho lor1t,e1• ~oes the i)J•ophet sa~, yo~1 mr .. 3t net 
do ..... \.·!. l ~1.1~ uo\1 l •~ on.ys yot'. -mt:t ,ft.o goCld. Thtc::::a p:s•·::t.--;P~'rh~ ·~'C'c not 
o.f1 irn-.at ... vt; o:-.a an:;•Jnc \'!1.P tr:~~ to tnel"'."e thc:-n into r.ffl-••~:n.tior:: ·1: ·1.1 
dectrc:,- ill t!llL• ve).uc,. 'j'r,-;y ere re$Olutionc. l'lith wtich to or " t,,c 
r.e I yeer that it rn=it in trut.n bring u~ cl<,ser to ,·,1:;dr;-::i nnd un.!..::.r:;t,r.d 
ing. T1l"!rr-f~ ... c l=-1; us ~on~·ider thesf' re~olt!-t::ions as l!.sted i;r_·}o··: 

l. Unto that Self w,11<-h ts rathl~- :::o ,nd 1.~ the co'.1rc,; or 11, I 
send tho$e ~r9eting:; ,·h.4<.}1 -f; ne l,.,J.y c~n sr.Pd ur.tv the so 111·ce cf it:-:c.t 
o.nd pledga that t•·us year ,; sr.1.Ll serve thi~ splrit \".•ithin o:r:::elf ,it. 
my hear•t, my mind or.u s:y h.'-.-id-·r.(l': ~o l:,u , l1ri(ic1tion of m1tter but 
thnt o.ll the wor•ld rm·~ knvw t11: 1cn.1.ity "'f' ~~i~·;i.t. 

2. A3 thr.:. ~!'irit .1.n :no.,: is ~ f:'_\'r.d :)~ t:11 t.iiir.gs, one with the 
spiri,: or c.11 thinen, :aJO\'l.!.rig neitl1cr· r .. ,~ 'l"Or fr·iend, kith O't" kjn_. rai·· 
or crr-ed! I :;!·u,'!.l c•o;Jh•'Si..:c thi.5 ct,r•ir.g the ,~or in[; ~;ear throus."1 t."1.nt f 
pe1•,;:,ontl1t:, \~--._~:.:11:.. ~1-~ .. "' .. ,ih> r:in"'."':.~i' st1r1.cn c,f th~ infi"1tte. I ::ho..i. 
h"r.:i. liv:tr."" t~J.~f' dur1rit.! tn'! .... v :· ~,·t !:-"'"'l l ..:; ;c, <'C;""'.union 1 .. ith 
thr:t Spirit isl all liVJ.l•>-"' . .li .. "l,;:::: .1!1'!.r,;. 13 t.h~ itn"v r:lo.l :'.:.olvcnt or 
inharr.iony. 

3. My re!.-it<c-n:ihip 1•i~h n,- b::-othe1• mnn this yeRr shall be bnsed 
upon my o•,,n intrinsic realization of right and not upon their attitude 
to :ne. It- sh£\ ll rll8kC :no cU.ffer,;;:r.ce to mo how I ar.1 t 1·e:ate~, .... 0.1. ';.·,,p·•~r ... 
this year I shall only do good, express charity, live frntcn1i~:r, c.n•j 
follov the doctrine of non-resistance. I shall neither resi~t r-vil 
nor accept :t t but shol 1 remain in poise vihil9 other~ ore in tu,-,c,:l. 

4. No word of dissc.tisf~ction, of cri ticisrn or or destr_,_cti ve:v~~~ 
shall be launched into the v:orld this comine yeo.r from m,-. I 3h<:ll 
meet and receive all thing:i in the spirit of charity ·.nd will ~ccc,pt 
those responsibilities wh;'.-:h the 1'0rld gi•1es m~ in peoce, in poise :ir. 
in placidity, no matter how ho.rd my lot nor hov sad my life. 

5. I shall be clean in thought, 1·1or·d and action; Jn .,oe,, ,.,ind m, • 
soul; and nothing shall defile tile temple of the living God \i:.t!:in ::,,:, 
either that ;ihich gocth cln, that ,·<hich cometh out, but both shcil! be 
acceptable in the s .ight of the mo:, t high. 

6. r,!y voice shell not bP- r!'.li.::cd in ani::cr nor my ,-,ords be quick in 
tone or har:;h in meaning b1tt :::,nll oe in perfect peace unto all things 
realizing the iur.iiamol'tsl untty of all li!·c ,,nd that di vers1 ty is 
nature's illusion. 

7. This year I shnll labo.c', Ev~rl' day .. <'.'.,.,, oiling useful must be 
standing whE'n night falls tc show that tc,d,,.y h·,,· not been in vain, 
Someone shnll smile who has not sr.,iled b-Jfo1·c, :,ottcono shall be glnd 
Ylho is sad, sorr.eone shall be richer who •.105 poor, o~ch day that I om 
:, pared in this world of rr.en • 

a. unto my younger ~eothers, alio plcor,e ln tho spirit of helpful 
noes oll that I hovo and om, tht:I. ,. ch v-: •r will come closer to reali­
zation of the, oneness of oll 1,,,; ~ thii.gn. 



9. Unto those foes with whom my life has been beset, those thougl­
less ones who have grieved me often, those friends who have been 
untrue, those o~ m:, o, n flonh and blood who have been false to me -
to all th1'sc th:s /~' t I cond gr<>otirgs that, while thoy may be false 
to ,ce, I :i!1nlJ nc;,~~ I)') t<'l.~ t,o them. That one Power in the universe 
whicJ, is the t>us l ~ '>f all bti:.es ond the CAuse or all causes - to 
that I r .,,,,., t1i,, t,e,nd whti;t. 1:; so -1naily broken by the thoughtlessness 
or l l re i;h· L T c,u" each d'ly be true and come closer to the ideals 
which 1 1mc•I': bt:t ,,nich tho ·:1e1lkness of tht• flnsh so seldom gives 
cxpre~sl,>h t.o. •·,·other, o!'t:;t '.h·,i 11;,d - all three of these in 
nature ~.·all ra lize my r,1alization or unity for I shall live this 
year to c <Jr,<, those who alone have the powc:e to reward in spirit and 
in truth. 

Let us this year take unto ourselves these resolutions, build them 
into that eternal part of ourselves which was before the world was 
and shall be when oblivion dissolves all things. 

In the basic realization of human relationship and of man's 
relation3hip to God lies wisdom nnd the relationship between man o.nd 
hia body will be tt,e base of his rel:ition3hip with the Body Cosr.iic, 
and this relationship shall be omphasiz0d in spirit and in truth 
during the comi.n3 months-that past lmowledge shall be chnnged to 
wi~dom, ,, ~'lPct~ lity to s,1rltu lit, nd ~1nd forces into soul 
powers. In this tho student fulfil,i ti,ot -tnsk vth1ch he it appointed 
to accompJish and passes successfully through thnt probntiorship 
which we lmow as life. 

This lecture is copyrighted 
by Manly P. Hall, December, 1923. 
Permission to copy can be secured 
upon application to author. 
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