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MANUSCRIPT LECTURE 
BY 

MANLY P. HALL 

CHARACTER ANALYSIS. 

Part I. 

'Ihe rruman Iead. 

It ~s. roolem often questioned by students of occultism DS to 
·h t ""'Os1.t1.on t.1e - occupy in t'1e great uhe~l of evolation? what rscirl 
c_or cteristics thf~ ~re still tied to by their own ~rowth and unfola-
r.i nt, end to v~1.c'1 type thcl'.r belong? In order to make this point "lS 

~im lr DS os~ible we are going to use an egg as the basis of an~log~. 
Th re n.r~ t re g neral types of he2ds in the world at the present timr. 

ther a~ t~rae general temperaments expressing the stages of con­
::ci • "'ness tmfoldment. 'Ve nill cell them the objective, perceptive, 

nd r-fl• ctiv.., types. You will find accompanving this m3m.1-scri,..,t thr' 
r ··1in:.,s of eg s. 

.... 
I, 

FiF- I. re resents the lowest stage of humcn expression. It is 
c~ ·ith th~ point downw~rd with th€ greatest width nt the noint (~ 

i;. 2. rcpressnts th•J second or o.vcrnge head, the greatest v1idth -: t 
oint (b). Fir. 3. represents th~ philosophic he~d 11th the grc test 

' idth "t point ( c). Developnent through the expression in de il J lifL 
of te perr.ment ond trait and the exercisiflg of brain orgrins is the bnr 
oft cir expansion. 

Th~~u three eggs represent types of huM~n faces. Figlll"e 1. i~ 
co • nl•· cr>lled the Lcmurian fece, for thoso whose hends h ve ti1eir 

re test breadth ar.d strength below the eyes and thrOuJ:;h t:1e • ·-n: "re 
clo s re the lowest on the sc~lc of human differentintion. Such ~n 
in0ividu 1 has nbsorbed the consciousness of less than thre~ ~uncrcd 

'"'rth lives out of t:n 'lPProxi"llPte eight hundred neccss"rv for on lif 
•1 ve. It is the face of gr-:ttifl.c'1tion; the fece of anim,.-,1 ....,.rop nsit•· 

f"ce of the glutton, the slovcnl·r ni::rson, and the humnri 110 ... , rnc.,. 
1 ,., •• ,.. ,.rue o t'Tpe. Such individuPls live for the -oure jo of "tL 
l d ~lee ing ~na '.lre rare1~, C"Prbl• of finer senti~ent. Fro.r.i he 
"'ril r ~ide th lo·er br"in orrr'lns ~re l'llw~~rs developed the '11 h t, 

esn c i,, 11:-,· the c'.:rebollu... The org nic qun.li tv of such tv c-s is ' "'U" 1 

101; the~ re p lectic, stubborn but not 1ntell1eent, shirY ~ ~• ~. 
en. usu 11 ' e found surrounded b,~ ju1.c· be~ fste..,ks, nnd 1 i Vt • re 1 .. 

or the grn ification of sense in s me form. This t rne is t;.,< t of t 
"Ir th•· m n, he usunll ·r 1~ s the T urinn pro·::>1;rties prcc omin"tir 

s es i n do s not often rise f1bove m"'tcri lit •. 

i r 1 ~s that of th ~artiol t'" e, usunL ex ores~ ing th 
vit 1 ·and comb tivC' s·tst->"', i is type hns the greatest bre dth ircc·l 
1 ov r or b~t·1e~r th e rs, i'" usunlly ow rfull,· develo ct in t 



) re_ tive s rstem, is observant, self-reliant, sometimes domineerino 
1: the breadth is just a little below the middle line such t-·oet 
01 ten PU as tic. 'Ihese are usually attuned to :fars, make rood 

ldie s, military people, policemen, detectives, and are also found 
n our commcrci 1 ~nd business avenues of life. They are Atlnntean ir 

tem r.ment ar:d their types can be found to run between three to fiv8 
1n red incarnations. They are not noted for their philosophy but tr 
er,erally shrewd ano discriminating. Such individuals live purely in 

t 1:umnn side of things but are decidedly superior to the animal ar. 
of Figure 1. The:r are of the concrete-mental type. 

Figure 3. on the other hand is pure Aryan and is that tyne of 
1end found on those whom we might call the older souls or these who 
arc on the way back to union with their source. The higher p2rt of t~c 
hend predominates, the mind is that of a nhilosophcr, a d~eamer, poet, 
<lnd musician. The entire head is ethical end the upper part very oftcc 
np·-,eers as ".\n overpo vering mountain which mPkes the lower part of the 
f ce seem Dlmost insignificant. This is the Mercurial and Neptuninn 
hec and is always found on those who have found and seen light in 
some v1::,•r. The best head for our race is the egg-shaped with the lnrge..:t 
erid upward. It indicates one who has risen out of the lower animal 
,·,orlds. It indicates that the individual is at least six hundred 
incarnations along in the path, and is therefore well on the homewnrd 
trail. 

Figure 4. represents the human nose seen from in front. The rourf 
figures on each side of it signify the eyes. The 
distance bet·een thee es is always a measurement 
or so 1 growth. he more closely the eyes a.re 
set together the lower the position of the ego in 
consciousness. The broader apart the eyes are 
the older the son 1. Individuals anal rzing the 
organs of indivic ality which occupy the space 
directly between the eyes at the bridge of the 
nose realize that the growth of this organ spreads 
the eyes apart and that the spread of the optics 
i~ the measurement of the soiritual age. The 
length of the nose is also especially important 
and all t~ings being equal the long straight nose is_ the symbol of 
po··rer. A well bal --need face also demands that the distance bet,·,een th 
base of the nose and the point of the chin be aporoximately the s0me 
a~ th~t from the bridge to the end of the nose. When this is the casE 

e have a · ell balanced, v1ell organized brain with sufficient courage 
to fight the battles of the orld. 

The nose is threefold in general tJpe &sin Figure 4-a. The nose 
narked (l} is called the nose of erudi-

l tion ~nd is certain to be inQuisitive, 
more or ei less combative, icoloclastic 
in temperament but usually backed with 
tremendot~s power, either mental, spiri tu•· 
nl or ph7sical, usually one of the first 
two. 
(2) is artistic, literary but not as 
philosophicD.l as ( 1) nor as deep a thinl::­
er. If the nose is long and straight, 
the life illill be long and straight, while 

t
1
e l"ooked will investigate nr:d be given to sarcasm, as illustrated by 

D~n te • • 1 • l th h • k Th. s • s some ( 3) is the uncertain nose in w 11c 1 , e arc~ sin s. 1 i . -

t1.m s cal 1 the turn-up • .. nd 1s nn invnri~~le s y~bolt~f chfatngeobi 11 ty
1

, 
v riao1.li t"{ , n wh t is commonl kno rm ns l,emper '11en , o en conce8: ~-
in an ncert~·n disnosition. Briefly defined: (a) a1alysi~; ( )r1g1c-

ity; (c) incon tancv 



Figure 5. represents the profile of the human face. It is divic...­
ed into four sections: the length from the base of the nose to the chi~ 

denotes physical power; from the bridge of the nose to the end of the 
~one, mental power and individuality; from the bridge of the nose to 
tne top of the forehead represents the abstract-mental; while the dome 
of the head is the spiritual home where is found the organs of altruism, 
J.c.eality and inspiration. In other words, beginning with the bottom 

1 rrive earth, water, fire and air, which v,ere the four elements of the 
~nc5.r-mts.. The position of the ear is also very important; it should be 
ci the s2me size as the nose and occupy the snme po~ition in the lati­
·Jude of the head. When the top of the e2r is below the bridge of the 
1~c~0 we have the criminal. 

The Line of Incident, marked (x) in Figure 5. is the polar line 
nf the human face and in a well balanced he~d should touch the prentest 
~rcturyernn~e of the forehead and the point of the chin with an obsolute­
!y p8rpendicular shaft. In the urehistoric m~n th0 lin3 nf incident, in 
0 rder t0 strike the point of shin and of forehe8d, had to slant 2t the 
• r,FJC' ·rr.arked (y), tr.us demcnstn.tinG unequ~l ~ental development with 
tr.e prcdomjn?ting of the aniinul temnerament. On an unbalanced thinker 
t-r,e line of iYJ<.;iG.e~n, ~trikes ~a 1.n \Z) ·,i-iich shows powerful mentality 
ht~t insufficien .. .: p:1.y:.:dca.l. s·cre1wth. All things being taken equ'1lly, a 
t"'"13t:i::1c1J heaii is s:-,ribolicnl of power. The size, shape and qunlity 
uf" the human hec.1.d differs with the qual i t7,· a.1d size of body, and two 
1.,hing'' [!re n3c1JSsflr7 in order that it g1.1r& t~1e best service to the 
m•._1 er - f.irst -~hrt ·Gbe brain be we.11 develo-oed and well balanced, and 
se 0 onctly th~t the body be larrr enougt to sup~o~t the brain. 

The leng~h of life is u~certained by small protuberance direct­
ly behind ..,nd slightly lower ".:h"n the center of the ear - not the . 
. ~sc~id process but a depression or nrotubera~~e in the surface of 1t. 

1 r, 1nd.i-:ndual 1,nth this areo. strongly developea mny snf~ly expect long 
J.L:'"'I':' even though he shou1d eat pig iron and tenpenny nails, while those 
"i.cr. depression there will succoumb to a oass1nr; draft. 



In .Figure a. is sho\m three ty t 
of chins. (a) which 1s the semi 
square chin has great musical 
promise and indicates possibilit. 
of a great singer. (b) the pure-­
ly souare chin is usually stub­
born, obstinate and animalistic. 
(c) the pointed chin is timid, 

v~in, fPministic in either sex, lacks courage of conviction, is hyster­
ical and easily influenced by other people, is often spiteful but sel­
dom dangerous. It is usually found on the faces of dreamers, mystics, 
poets and those whose temperaments go to the fine arts, to color, sen­
tinent nnd such things. 

Full lips are indicative of an artistic and emotional tempera­
ent while thin lips are invariably the sign of mental, spiritual or 
1ysicnl conservntion and strictness to form~ custom, habit and idea. 

The width of the nostrils indicates the strength of the lungs: 
those vith narrow nostrils are subject to tuberculosis, bronchitis and 
genernlly have poor health. 

The eyes are especially important. The long, thin eye is philo 
sophie • the eye which is naturally partly covered by the lids is rather· 
secretive; n widely opened eye denotes lnek of thought, while the eye 
rhich turns up slightly under the outside corner indicates incarnations 
in the Orient. Eyebrows that turn up on the ends are usually sarcas­
tic nnd Saturnine; eyebrows that are exceptionally bushy tend to legal-

Y nn ond ro 1 ty of tern er,,me t; th e that meet in the enter I re 
symbolical of ungovernable temper. Straight eyebrows are genera11y 
indicative of power while those gently curved run to the artistic and 
romnntic. 

The hair 1s also important. its fineness or coarseness showing 
the nosition of the ego in evolution. Straight hair is generally 
shrewd nnd calculating; wavy hair, open-minded and honest; curly hair, 
romantic and changeable; while very finely curled hair that lies in 
kinks is usually vnin and untrustworthy, especially in heart affairs. 
Black hair goes w1 th n shai-p temper, more so if the eyes are blacl{. 
Brovm hnir in the darker shades, all things of the face agreeing, tends 
to philosophy and thought. Light brown hair is more romantic. Golden 
hair is changeable, eccentric, seldom reflective. Red hair has the 
reputation of being an element of pepper in the temperament but this 
is not always the case; it being often susceptible to poor health and 
general lassitude. 

Wrinkles usually denote thought and also run down physical con­
dition. Their location is helpful in proving whether the person be a 
pessimist or an optimist. Those in the cheeks and running across the 
forehead are optimistic while those at the corners ot the mouth and 
the corners of the eyes are usually pessimistic. 

The head which tilts forward when walking is philosophic; that 
which tilts backward is egotistic; and that which 1s cocked on one side 
is sarcastic or else shows an unequal development of brain convolutions 
or pmsibly an affliction of the ears. 

In Part Two of this we will take an nalysis of the hands as 
factors in placing the stage of consciousness of individuals. 

(Continued in Part II.) 
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