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THE MASTERS.
Part One.

Manly P. Hall

The Philosophy of Mastery.

A MASTER IS8 ONE WHO EXCELS IN THE SCIENCE OF EEING.

Wherever there is an art or science developed there are a certain
number who excel in it through concentrating their efforts and focal-
izing their energies upon it. There are master craftsmen in every
work in the concrete world. Having served long apprenticeship, their
experience has given them & finé touch, a certain something undefin-
able yet ever present in those who are familiar with and in harmony
with the labors they perform. Many people spend thousands of dollars
and travel great distonces over land and sea to study at the feet of
a master craftsman. There are but few master artists, master musicians
or true philosophers in the world at eny ¢ne time and we respect and
revercnce these shining lights who stond before tne world as the acme
of human excellence. It matters little the line of the undertsking
for there is as much science and art in driving o rivet as there is
. in painting a masterpiece. There is something in the soul of man
that secks perfection and the adjustment of human endeavor with cosmic
possibility.

If these things be true in materisl living, as we see it 1is, then
why is it not also true in spiritual matters? Are there not appren-
tices in the school of 1ife as well as in shipyards and in shops? Are
there not master craftsmen in spiritual things as there are among
builders of bridges and hewers of stone? Are not the three grand
divisions of human croftsmanship equally applicable to the sciences
of the soul as to the sciences of wood and stone? There is no reason
under the sun why they should not be and the true student of the
scicnce of being realizes that the analogy between human 1ife and the

divine plan is perfect.

So as the student of music crosses the ocean to study with one
whoss fingers heave brought strings of steel to life, the pupil of
things occult, in spirit or in body, crosses the ocean of ignorance
to study at the feet of the Masters of Wisdom whose fingers bring not
only strings of steel to 1ife but play celestial melodies-upon the
strings of the human soul. If we would be a master of men, we must
learn from the Masters of Men; if we would be maaters of life and its
sroblems, we must learn from thosa who have lived it to the end; 1;
wa would excel in the science of the soul, we must learn it frun_tna
Master Craftsmen who are slowly molding the dark abyss of chaos into

the glorious garden of the Lord.

The Noble Threefold Way.

f the world there are three grand divisions which

ce from omnipotence, three steps which, like the Masonic
gtgig; i%gggagram helplessness up;ard to self realization. 1In material
crafts’thev are the apprentices, the workmen and thet glorious master

graftaman who towers above all others. In this world there ore millions

of npprentices in the verious walks of life and hundreda;ffqthmusande
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oF worlkmen, but out of the a 4 P f atruggling human life
RS srings the ma I'ﬂgﬁgﬁh or tnu? Only a few
see the roy of 11 ! .;fﬁqji;;f things; the rast are
contented to la 3d along - ignorant of their
owrn poway and - :

T™ere sre three great paths open to mortals here below by which
thay may achieve nmmortality in things spiritual end honor and respect
in things material. These three are called the Noble Threcfold Feth
vhiech winds ix znd out he clouds of cheos and finally brings
Ghio Viih the light of truth., Let us now consider this upward path
Which ©ll st welk if they would reach the goal of human supericrity
and spiritual supremacy, No living thing ean hope to be grenter
taan his srts for his arts are the sxprescicne of his God. But
periection is grined when he perfects within himself a consciousness
capable of €xpressing his dreams. Man's lebors glorify him only when

te glorifics his labors - end when he crowns the humblest tosk 1t
adorns him ns o procious jewel, :

The Thres Faths.

The Way of the Madonna:

__ The path of the Immsculate Conception and divine parenthoed
18 one of these most noble ways and we may say of those who take it -
thay ure woshed in the waters of purification. It moy be called the
path of duty but only when duty has booome a joy. It & the path of
the mystic within whose being hies been born the echrist-child of the
soul. 1t is the path of meelmess and of love, of foitefuiness ond
of trust, of beauty and of compnssion. It slowly transmutes the one
who wrlks it until in body ~nd in soul hé is purified until he
radiates the aame soft glow thnt surrounds tho heed of thc Madonna.
“cck, tender wnys, the hand of friendship, tho mother love nnd the
fathsr protection marks his path. Those vho walk it in this world
are in truth bringing into this vale of broken things a glorious strp
of hope «nd light; they carry in their herrts the same shild of
sadicnce that the Virgin carries in her nrms. Those who walk the

uty of bervice nnd purity san not wrong for, though the path is
Jeset by sorrows and the dark clouds ofttimes obscure the li%ht, this

or

way lends surely to the Master's heart and prepares the wey
better things.

Tho Way of the Sage:

As the world must heve its workere, so it must have its
thinkers who through the ages inspire mén to nobler works and bury
oné by one the notions of the eorth (for it is a grent truth thet all
Teople? are buried by their philosophers.) Deep in meditction the
snge secma to unite himsell for a woment with the mind of the Infin-
ite, thinking thoughts anddreaming dreams no mortal deres to think.
So amid his books or among his pupils the sage spreads the wisdom of
his God while the mystic whispers of His mercy. Only the philosonher
gom Wnow the thoughts of the Divine ord only the mystic ecan feel the
hesrt-throbs of his God. This second noble way of the sage will
some dny bring man closer to the realization of his God through the
Inowletdga of the waya of the Almighty. Surrounded by his pupils, the
philosopner 1s sowing sesds he may not live to see bring fruit but
through the ages that are to follow the hervests are gathered ard tha
work poés on; people then unlmomn listen to his words; children thon
unborn are lighted by his lamp. For the work of the bPhilosopher is
to romove the veil of tho unlmowm before which the mystic must Eneel
in preyver. Each sttaoina his end — cne in thought, the other in
prayer. One proys to his Ood by showing man His works; the other by
brineing=uouls te offer on tha Altar.



The Way of the | T
Then comes that path which is ) i

It : ¢ that path which is Jmowm as actlon. Lilke the
alﬂ%hthgfdgignth!fﬁﬂu}-pﬁ}mmn::tﬂpg out conguering and to conguer, to
the hene demons of darkness and with the sword of light to strike st
b s t; beasts of passion. The warrior is the vorker of the
s Ehﬁ aaNes e mystic kneels in prayer and the philosopher sits
s ] uds of his reasoning, the warrior is fighting the battle
€2 the world 2 place where dreams may coms true. The mystic

labors with his faith, the ph :
warrior with his hands. @& philosopher with his knowledge, =nd the

And these three are the most noble paths by which all perfection
%grpgiﬂihla. #ithin each living soul are these Three, each striving
da i iﬁrﬁiﬂinn, erch capable of bringing closer the day of libcration,
1£ T 8 oWwn wny scaoking to eavo his world by the only powers that
fhula his own to know. And those whc aspirc to mastery must lesrn of
¢ Eﬂhimmnrtnla hidden within their coil of clay who wait paticntly

OF the onportunity of immortelizing the garmont that they woer.

Those who would be with the Immortals and bocome masters of the
acienca of the soul must walk all thesc paths as onc, for only in oll
1ﬂ:ﬂﬂmﬁlﬂtinn. The mesters of the craft of the soul are the ones who
with fingers numbled with exporicnec built from the basc substance of
their ovn being a glorious dwelling place. These threc immortal
sparks within man's being glorify cach the other vhen they welk their
paths in companionship toward the. true end of all things.

The Attainment of Mastcry.

Knowledge comes only to those who preparc themselvos to roceive
it for tho Lord will only enter the templc that is preparad rs e hns
directed it. The price of knowledge is rcsvonsibility end those
unwilling to shoulder burdens ruat not scok i1lumination. Upon the
renlization of this truth reats the grent steps of occultism. The
powers tint the student receives arc only losmed to him; he 13 nccoun=
trble to n Greatcr for them and unless each is applied to ite fulness
the student fails in his task. Ths veil of the unkmovm must remain
forever bofore the gates of the tomple until with the sword of his
gvm spirit fire thc student can rond it.

The Masters of Wisdom.

The Mnsters are not supcrphysicel beings but ore Crrftsmen from
the world of men who have renched the gonl we are nll scoking. They
have lived the life ond jearnad to lmow the doctrine. They hove
devoted their egoic cvolution to thc norfection of Eartrin qunlities
and powecrs and thercfore stand hend nnd shouldcrs above the Rvertge
individunl. Comparod to mcn, they are gods but comrarcd to Eﬂd‘tnufﬁ
are only o step abové moén. In their varying degroes thoy nvE_EL%EﬁLU
humen a8 we ~re but thay are old in exporionce which is .th... 4; 51:‘.:.;
ment of age. We canll them the Elder Brothers. _E““E,?”L SF u:ﬁmh% :E
whnt thoy are for they hnve nll bocn what we frc. i:ffg E;LFTZJE,_ft”
no botter mold or fincr stnmp put ~rc diamends polishc Irougil Sgos
nf conscious developmcnt.

who wandor atill in d-rimoess, L1046
e P

. arde e the racca :
In o¥acr £o MooP ~ge after oge Lo labor wiih

wha have seon Tho Gront Light return ¢ itk mlorifics the ontirs
~nd help him to attain 1o thot great ldosl WhaEr Bo  rborleg For
r'--.',,-Lh ol the Meootora ia on © different paih but Grca 18 LTDOFLLE Lt
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the good - :
e aingigaii& Hafardlaas of color, race or caste, they strive
ease the path £ . Like loving parents they come to point tho way and
Lelow can lenrnﬂrfthgir younger brethern. The only way thnt thosc
nas gonec beforc E tho Divine is for one of their own poople who
of the gods = o return and tcll of the way. The divino compassion
sonds thom ﬁagkuziﬂg through the hearts of thosc who have attained,
the wey. The nto the battle to roscue othors who have fdllen by
but those wh one who gocs forwerd for himsolf alone EOCS nowhars,
who would assist the woaker gain all.

no voncration,
en to tho words
not to mnko

i z&ziﬂﬂﬁgﬁra of Wisdom ask no worship from man,
they huﬁg éﬂnrts aAre ﬂFDPjnfﬂﬂ when we will just list
S R S s A e Ll rogpect thom but
canporote wi%ﬁ TE“? ask ncthing of us but it is our wprivilege to
@it of 5P Pord them for the advinecment of all. Mon hns the privil-
mny g0 on WEE himself to these Masters that the work of salvntion
8tdp towards cn he makes this living sncrifice he trkos the first
-E:c;gtgﬂyf his own masterspip. Mony offor themsclves butl few are
deiiv or it is only those who ~r¢ useful and intelligent in their
wl1ly living who oro of veluc in the plan,

The mere fnet throt we cre pood does not moke us eligible. We
T:Et hﬁ proficient in samﬁthing. If we lmow the humen body we cnhn
% ﬁgerrtﬂ with the Mnsters in healing, if we kmow the laws of baing
‘g :ugh us the Masters con give them to tho world, while the thoughts
ﬁ:+~~? 7ods flow through the brein of the thinker. But if we lmow
nathine rbout snything we are wsolpss for man's value is based upon

?iﬁ Lttginments and reccomplishments. ‘When Wo develop aquelitics
u3oful in the plan the powers that be will accept us; but we must
with knowledge,

surselvcs make the first move by quaelifying to scrve
judgment and compnssion. ’

e meoy toke the path cny time we will that londs us to mostery.
ic may join thosc Elder Brothers who gurrd and guide the destiny of
nen when we reéslize that the key to mastery is effort. Conscientious
sndesvor in wheotover walk of life we may Do lceds to oxecollonee —
and excellenceé in eny line, bc it sweeplng gtrects or digeing ditenhcs,
is the mark of mnstery. Whon we have 2 gift or power, devaeloped
through thc eges tc greet execllence, thot quelity entitles us to

¢+ ouality to the unaclf{ish

imow the Masters. And vhen we dodicato that
sre then vory close to the Kastora. Wihen

dovelopment of the world wo
we have learned of thom the propor uac of thot gqunlity, the time ie
admitted to. that inner circle whore

not far off when we will De
those are vwho have excclled sinee the beginning of the world.

(To be continued.)

This l¢cture 1s copyrighted by
Manly P, Hnll

September 1, 1923.
This manuscript is issued without \

price and anyonc attempting to |
comnorcialize it will be prosccuted
to the full extent of the low.

(I L

g s v
ﬂ*T'L{:{f" I:"_rf. ¥ .;flf.'t-:'_fi-'
_.f‘_. -
[

L

-
i

o





