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THE MASTERS OF WISDOM

A Manuscript Locivde inte which is incorporated two
preovicus Loctures ontitled "The Masiers, Part I' amd
"The kastors, Part II" to which is addod furthor materisl
not hitherto published,
By
Manly P, Hall

In s&u.rr.:hi:n.g thrmgb tho annals of ]iEt:}r_.r WO Ccome upon B numbor of m?gtgrigua
characters concorning whom practically nothiug is known, Hovertholoess these
cnaractors profoundly influenced the growth and development of civilization,
Who were these mysterious mon and womon? Where did they come from, where

did they go, and from whonce did they secure their spparently super human
knowledge and powor!?! Those quostions ore difficult to amswer, yet every
question has an answer if wo can but discovor i4, Who was tho shadowy
poremage who accompaniocd Christophur Colurbus on his wvoyago to America am
who, lotving the oxpedition at San Salvador, was never secn again? Who was
"the man in tho black zuit" who assisted the framing of the Declaration of
Indopondonce? VWho wes the mystorious individual who was prosent in the houso
of Botsy Ross whon tho American flag was designod and who made & numbor of
sugzestions concerning its form end color! Why was the ancient pyramid of
Egypt placed upon the roverse side of the Great Scal of the United States of
Amorica amd who placed it thore! Theso are difficult questions for a certain
typo of mind to answer,

Who was the mystic Count Cagliostro, whose valat did not kncw his master's
age bocause he had boon in his service only a hundred years, ‘Eas_ha
Josoph Balsamo, the sdventuror, or was he a character of unknowm origin?
Caglicstro claimed to hawe lived for over two thousand years and prescntcd to
his fricnds a mystorious olixir which temporarily restored youth to the aged,
Whe was tho rocendite Comto do Gabalis, who sppoared so une xpe ctodly to J.thu
Villars, who chroniclod the meetings faithfully wns assassinated lor his
industry!? Who was tho prince of diplomats, & 'huunt do 5%, Germaine, who
darod to demand obodionce and rospect from tho greht Hapoleon?! I was the
Count de S5t., Germaine who had much to do with the ¥éunding of tho mod ern
Mnsonic Order. This samo shadowy individual was able to remove {laws i:rr:m
diamonds, ond it was one of his eccantricitiea that ho ah-:.ulzlﬂ put provicus
stonos on his puosts' place cards whon he invited them to dinner.

i - d by Wenzel Seiler, a
Who wes the maker of the mysterious rod powdor discovored by .
monk of the Order of St, Augustine, who in the presonce r.af_th-a Emperor L&un:
pold II and his cowtd changed silver into gold! In the mpﬂ!‘j:ﬂl troensury
ot Vienna is a medal, helf silver and half gold. That part which h!ldﬂi;nad
to gold had boon dipped by this mystical slchemist into his powder. :
art which had not been dipped remained silver, Tho monk was _ma::ln a knight
E;-,r the Emperor. Who was the baffling gemtlemem wio, auinzmg 1:;:2:1“5
ice vith a friond, smazed sll who were prosSont uy
ﬂil:g i:r::gi: hanging upon 'k-.':lﬂ wall, paimtod by an artist who had :?an
dead furpuuvwal conturies! It is as difficult tut;nuﬂr thn;grwh;: ::Du?-i AS
name of "ne Man in tho Iron Mask” amd the roasam .
;0 Eﬂu‘hth:r to 'gzvfu the identity of tho mystorious one who, antnrin% u:hr nuga;
tj;;u:imuk;t lines of Valley Forge, rovealed taﬂﬂuﬁrgu ‘H’nshmﬂﬂﬁntlgz wri?: o
e Un ! ica, Who inspired Wolfgang von
EE-E%;&;:;THIMMEE;EW it so many times beforo he permitted its publi-
ust" ;

cation?

¥ human onigmae
25y T Find asking questions concerning suc
F? mjghtg on i"‘f::’i;ﬁ:lng}. but .ﬁen lives are riddles umsclved. T‘ar.ﬂ.E 3
¥oo jars kontionsc it those of n.diacorning mind throo duscrutadid

prosent Europoan war tﬂﬁﬂ#f:u 3n Amorico, but as tuwo of thom are s¥ill

ara; NAF0S , - in Burope ard g o terious
8rss nagos, tﬁhﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ g s our thoughis soncorning mys

ﬁ{ﬂ tﬁfﬁw'b’ﬂqﬂﬂﬂ : .Eu_eﬁ.‘-i_ I-'ﬂ ::E'Eﬁﬂ'hiﬂ:Ptﬂ a romarkabla articlo which

Hﬂﬁwtﬂ%‘ﬂﬂﬁ‘“ﬂ? on endont”, The articlo is to the offoct trot in

: i el ey ; S iy ull, who prosonted
T > %ﬂ ‘-’}W ifﬁﬂ;ﬂm'ﬁ. himn].f from an aged, dncrap:i \:.r;tras-
ing inoamtablons, VEGTELL F 3 strongth,  The tromsformation ¥ Had
B, S!H#«Q_ﬂi':_-ﬂﬂﬂt ﬁ%ﬁt?ﬁ“hﬁ. emtiro court, Vidforull said :lilm i
'ﬂd n:: ﬁg E:::;%ﬁﬁﬁ“ ﬁﬁ“-‘-’“llﬁ'!‘i‘-"“” pccasions with similar
.ruiﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ ﬁ-_iﬁt- he was thon 585 yoors old.
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Durirg the Middle Agos, whon alchomy was flourishing, many accounts are pre-
sorved of wyatorious strangors who caao to iho etruggling chemists whilo thoy
woro laporing witk thoir inetrumcnte, Thoso lngseruiablo individuanls romainod
only long cnough to instruct tho sousker concorning thy mystorios for whch ho
wne soarching uwnd thun disoppuarcd again, Wo heve soon sovoral lotters
writton by Lhcsu ghndovy buings, corrceting urrera or offoring ndvise, Thoy
worc always sont anonymously oid 4hé rocipionts wore totnlly unaworo of thoir
sourco, VYory ofton tnoso lottors woro signod with thu woards "A Brothor" aound
sauotimos tho sigmaturo wus cccompanicd with samc strunge Caballistie sonl eor
sign. It wae gunorully admittod during tho Middlo Agos that thoro wos o
seerot brothorhood comeisting of o umall but soloet group of illuminatcd philo=
sophore, wio dovotod thoir lives to iastructing cincoro aspirants concerninz
tho mystorioe of lifo, This socrot socloty, bocawo co 1ittls could bo dis-
covorod concorning it, woas ealled "Tho Socioty of Unknowm Philosophors", Many
woro suwopoetod of boing mambors of this Order, but fow could bring forth ony
ovidenco to substantintc thoir assortions, Gathoring topcthor tho fropgmont-
ary knowlodgo oxtant, wo ean prosunt the thoory concorning these unknown
philosophors as it wons accuptod during tho pact conturics,

It is atill bolloved by o groat many people = in fnct, the number is incrocs=-
ing ovory doy - thot thoroe has boon prosorvod from unknown antiquity o socrot
gedonco dovotod to the considuration of the invisiblo spiritunl phomomona of
‘naturo, This mowlodgo is in tho possossion of o limitod numbor of porsons,
to whom it hec boon communicated orally and who will porpotunto it in ths smo
mnnor from ono gonoration 1o cnothor., Thoso to whon the soerot knowlodgo

l:m: boon cntrustod were called initistes, ami they are grouped together in
isclated communities where they have estublished what are called sghools.

These conpose s number of secrot orders, Thesa orders are, in prineciple,
somewhat similar to Masonry, tut their pepbership is restricted to a handful

of persms and they are far uore revlusive and éxclusive then Froemasonry,

The memboers of theso orders have loarnod to coomunicato with each cthor, so
thoy claim, by monns of ciphor languagos and telopaihic codes, Tho mombors

of thoso orders aro called brothors, and in each comunity was a house ownod

by one of thoso brothers. This houso was callod "Tho House of tho Brothrom™
ard any nombers of tho ordor who chancod to be in tho comsunity dwelt in this
house or stcppod thoro tomporarily while passing through, Each ono of thoso
socrci ordors had ono hoadquarters, ususlly locatod in the fastness of aomoc
mountain range or in tho dopths of m forost, Horo thu mumbors retirod ond
from horo thuy came forth for whatever labor thoy wore oxpected to carry on

in the outsido world, While thoe mocborship in thosc ordors was oxtrenoly
limitod, thoy woru tromondously powerful, In fact, todzy, as thon, they
actunlly comtrel the dostinics of govornronts aml pooplos, Thoir membors are
choson from the highest runks of cocioty, amd the groatost poots, philoscphors,
ami diplonats of tho egoe havo boun initiatod inte their mystorios, Tho
various "mystorious strangurs" which haw Wwon pontioned were mmbers of thoso

socrot ordars,

Danto was initintcd in Ttaly and his Inforno conceals botwgen its linos tho
socrot toachings of ono of tho groatost of thoso philosophic schools, 8ir
Frencos Bacon was a mombor ¢f ono of thoso bodics, s wos Williom Shakospoarc,
It has always boon a mattor of conjoctwro us to whoro Shakospoanro spont four
yoarse of his life, A Brothor of tho gocrot schools would bo in a bottor
position to amswor that quostion thun Shakospoarc's many biographors. During
the Buropean War o cortain Anwricon soldior quito by chanco came upon one of
theso groups of isolatod thinkers in the hoort of a littlo-explored ares of
Central Europo, In tho midet of soveral low runbling budldings ectood &
house eof fair sizo and in this houso anl surroumling structures lived a numbor

of mystorious oen, comorning whon this soldiar could discover nothing., Ho
stayod with thon o short tirmc and wos amazod at thoe dopth of thoir philoscphic
und orstanding, He found than to bo a group of kimdly, humanitorion thinkors,
deaply worsod in natural lero; but thoy refused to toke hin ints thoir confi-
donco, It is rather intercosting to note tht aftcor the wmr woa ovor the
American scldior returncd, firod with the dosire to lwurn moro comcorning
thoso roclusos, but although ho troaped through the tountalne day aftor day
and tricd to follow his provious path oxnetly, ho wos nover atle to rodis-
covor either tho peculiar locality whoro the buildings stood or the group of
ascotics. Milton Pottinger in his work on "knsomic Synbolisn" tolls a

somowhot similar story which occurred in the United States,

Thore aro sovoral socrot schools still in oxistonco in Eurcpo an! Asin Nivor .
In Bohamin thoro is a mystorious brothorkood called "The Bohomimn Brothora®™,
who ore dooply versed in occult lore, Cno of the groatost of tho schools iz
located in tho Black Foroet of Gormany, ani another in Tramaylvemia, One of
the fomous adepts is roferred to as dwolling on tho borders of Foland, by which
it is undorstond that thu schoul to which ho dolorgod is locatod in thnt viei-
pity, The groat difficulty oxpordoncod in ruturriag to ono of thoso placos
ovon aftor it has been discovored supgosts thai iin simo occuls way tho roun-



bors of thoso crdore aro copable of concoaling thedr whoroabouts by surround-
ing thonsolves with o pontal woll or clonk of invisibility. Ur, Fromz Hort-
mann clodme to havo communicatoed with one of the Rosierucion terplos noar
Carlsbad, from which ho socurod tho volume which ho later printod containing
the symbolic alchemical platos, Tho loarnod doctor writes thoti tho sdacol
hed branchos noar onirc, Constantineople, and othor groat citios, Tho onrly
achools of tho Jows aro still prosorvod intact by a socrot ordor living in &
monastory sanowhoro in tho noighborhood of ¥k, Lobanon, while the socrot
Einim‘q of the Groeks is proscorved by a group of mystics on tho Islond of
roto,

Concorning the character and porsonality of theege nystics it is difficult to
write with any degroo of definitonoss, owing to tho paucity of information
availablo, MNoarly all of thom apparently possoss supornotural power, expec=
jally in the form of clairvoyant power, Sono apparmtly have ihe ability to
of projocting their porsonalitios to difforomt places. Many disciplos cloim
that theso adopts, or Borthors, have nppoared to thon suddon ly, entering
rooms without oponing the doors and, having delivered somo message, vanished as
quickly om mysteriously ae thoy had copo. Two woll outhenticated cases of
this nature have cono under tho obsorvation of the writor. Among the Orient-

al peoples who have exactly the samp concept on the subjoct as those statod
sbove, the coning of thoso toachors in their jnvisible bodiocs is gonorally
accompanied by o peculiar sound, roscmbling the distont tinkling of silver

bells,

The belief in the existonco of human boings who havo raiscd themselves abovo
the mse of . * humonity and have bocomo supormen and sup orwomon is not
limitod to the European or American cultures, Tho sone idoa appears in
proctically the sam forn among nearly oll of the Oriontnl nationa, The
Eangt bolioves in the deoetrine of supernen, Instead of ¢calling thon "Brothefrs"
it called thHem "Mastors", "Arhats", or "Initintes”, somotimes "Mahatmas", "7
Tt is gemerally concoded that tho sacrot schools of the Western Homisphero

and those of tho Eastorn Hemisphere #ro ‘unitod in purposo ard that o’ philos
sophie intercourse is always going on botwoon thom.” Each onc of thoso :
philosophic schools which has ‘boon gatablishod in tho nidst of any particulnr
eivilization prosdnts its doctrino in the mannor nmost atceptable te the poo-
plo with whom it works, for it has been foundl-tmt man, loarns most rapidly
shen his lossons ars prosented in a. form familiar to him, ‘This roamlis in
on apparent diversity of teaching, but in essontinl pointe tho doctrines of
g} of those schools are the same. The Brethren have taught that there were
spyvel of their schools, which correspond to the seven divine planets, Each
one of the schools has seven branches, which represent the seven sub-rates of
vibration.catained within each major rate, or the seven colors which-are
contained within each white ray, These schools and their branches are'to

be found in all parts of the world, even the most savage end prinitive peoples
are not left without représentation:  All together these schools are called
"The Invisible Government of the Earth", Besides the seven schoola there
are five other ‘groups which work through the exoteric septemary bodies. Each
one of the seven excteric and five esotheric aschools have-twolve initiated
Brethren, or Masters, 'and these together constitute the hundred and forty-
four which are the Lord's Elect. 1nY LG Ah D F

Daily; Monthly, and yearly the various bodies meet, and they are forbiddem to
appear in the physical univorse as an organization. The Mystery Schools
cuymot and must not organize as we undorstand organizé&tion, for organization
is the first step towards crystallization, and crystallization is the cause
of disintegration. ' Thorofdre, thoy aro referrod to as unorgenizod organisms.
“In one of their manifestos it tolls that whonever throo or moro of “the
Brethron moet thoy consfituto a Lodge.” Whon thoy soparatc to go theoir ways
the lodge is adjourned. . Tho controlling'body ‘of thoso schocls is chl lod
iThé Groat Whitc Lodge". This noots overy sevom yoars to comtrol the activi-
tios and dovelopment of the order. Tt is sald %o have mot in its present ~
location every #soven years. sinco tho world bogan, - : 3

The Gobi Dosert of longolia is the placo sct aside for the neotings of “The
Groat Whito Lodgo., Tn the midst of this waste of sand, so tho allégeries -
fell us, is an'island or shelf of rock, which reproscnts the first part of the
parth's surface 40 'solidify, This area was originally part of the polar cap
aAd #hon-the Gobi Dosort was an ocean, this rock was an island in the nidst'of
£he Sacrod Sed, - The island is of considerable area am 'is the only-place on
the oarth's surface that has not passed through numborloss changes, “ Recont
expeditions to Mongolia aro  éertainly substantiating the claim of occultiste
&8 to the pormanance of ‘this area, for’acientists aré now claiming that mno
other part of the earth will squal Mongolia in value to science for here they
jave found unchanged racords loft by tho procissas of the earth‘'s formation
ﬁﬁ'j:&y-Hﬂﬁiﬂh‘ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁgd'iﬁ"ﬁtﬁ?:‘-’ﬁa{tu_.hrﬂiﬁﬁ “egrth. = In'the nidet of
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tho Sacrod Island is tho Sacrod City of “he UL.da, protastod llke tho other
groat centors by a closk of imvisibility, This may soom supornatural but
as has already boon moted, though wn individual sesrch psinstakingly and
epperertly tharsughly, he s beon umable to rediscover placos which ho
previously visited, Tho Tomplo of tho liysterica in the Gobi Coscrt is
called "Shenbellah™, und herc Tho COrezt Whito Lodge moots nmd here certain
of tho mdvanced disciples of tho Mystoerics ure pormitted to go and, a8
Apuleius bas said, "mect with the inmcrtals”.

The beldief in the lastors in mlmost universal in the Orient and every offort
or the part of Western culture to destroy tint belief has feiled., A belisf
so deeply rooted, sc widospread, so universal, must have a firmer fo undution
thm wero superstitiosn, Suporstition and famcy camnot oxplain tho myater-
jous phenomena wrought by unknmotm beings who heve deoply influenced the

course of civilizstion., The miracle worker of India is laughed at, but his

magic is mover explained. Tho ring of serpents about the Temple of Shem-
ballah has been seoffed at, but ssiemce gseking to econguor tho Gobl Desort,
hes found such & ring, The philosophy of the Masters of Wisdom is just 2s
sound and has just as much to substantisto it mas any othor roligious viow-
point which is now hold in the world, In fact, it kas much more than most,
for the theory that the carth is governed by a group of humsn boings who have

fittod thomsolves for this labor which the fu‘ orm under tho diroction of
superhuman intelligomecs is as rationzl n:ﬂ ogieal ae any othor line of

philosophy that can bo advancaod,

There is no doubt that a socret toaching has boon hamled down from the oarly
periods of civilization, This toaching underiiecs roligion, but is comcoaled
from sight by the ondless suporstition and roligious controversy which havo
rmadic the Father's Houso a placo of dobato amd arguconmt. An invostigation

of the touchings of the world's Saviors Buddhas, Chrishma, Zoroastor, Hermes,
and Jesus proves beyomd all possible doubt that all of those mom, living in
difforont sgos and among difforont civilizstions, taught one and the sase
doctrine and taught it in practically the sarm way. Whst was tho sourec of
thoir locming? If we say inspiration, thom wo nsk whmt i “inspiretio ™t
Wnat imspires! Who inspiros? Tho roligioniat will emsewor, "God is the
source of inspiration. This is grantoed, but who is the chanrol through
which God works® In many ceses it soems to hevo boon a mystorious boing.
When wC arc poor and ask for alss, it is not God who drops tho coin in owr
lep. It is some othor creature, porhaps ono little battor of f than cursolves,
God works with oan through oan, and s sono follow-worker cust snewer our
prayer for physical holp, why is it illogical that some follow croaturc will
answor our proyer for philescphic help and spiritusl understanding! The
Brothren are the hands ard foet of thoir Lord, ns wo are the hands =md feot
of others sho dopond upon us,

Maoborship in the Schools of the Mystoriecs can nmover be appliod for in the
oerdinary smse of the word, No one can domant tho right of cxiranco,
Those 2spirc must preparc themsclves as best they know, striving to mio
themsolvos worthy of adzittanco, and thon await the pleasuro of tho Erothers,
Thoro are twolve dogroos of Brothorn in oach of the Groat Schools md the

; as vaconcios ocour im the
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ctudent

This is the name given to thosc wip .ore on the first step ond is genorally
used to dosignoto sspirants to tho occcult path, Therofore, thoy aro called
"sapirents," "condidotes," "noophytos," ani comprisc tho lowor grados of lay
brothren, A studont is onc of twolve who are appointod to etudy ot the
foot of a disciple, A studont is ome to whom is assignod tho task of
metoring tho oxoteric sido of ocoult philosophy and thu roquisitos of @
studont aro solf-purification omd consocrationm.

Ddsciple

This is the title given to an accoptod candidate, who hos proparcd himsolf
according to the law and has boen raisod to the soccond stop in spiritual
proparation, Thoro aro many grades of disciplos, The lessor disciplos
study ot tho foot of morc oxoltod diseciples, and thu highor disciplos gain
their wisdom fram the lowor grades of Mastors, In India the disciplos aro
callod "choloe," ond aro on tho socomd etop of tho ordor of lay brothron,
The koy to diseipleship is "continuity", and tho ability to romoin with a
task until it is nccomplished, The periods of diseiploship vary in longth,
but thoy arc always a considercble number of yoars, from two to thirty,.
Pythogoras domanded five yocrs' disciploship, which rnust bo spoent without
spocking, that tho disciplo might learn to hold his tonguc, Tho highor
disciples oro privileged to pass consciously into tho invisiblo worlds with
thoir tecchors and study tho nysterios of nature ot first hand on tho ceiral
plano .

Furu

This is on Enstern word, moaning "toachor", and is ofton tho iitlc of rospoct
with which & young disciplo rofers to his teacher, Somotimos it is meroly
uscd s o titlo for vonoratiom., It is not nocossarily synonynocus with tho
stote of mastory or ipitiation. The guru is ofton a lay brothor, oducated
in the tomplo omd sunt into the werld for the purpoao of instructing tho .. -..
lowor ordors of studonts ond diseciplos, Ho gothors his lonoocs about hag
ami to thom ho is a gront soul, but to tho higher initintos ho is still ono
of thoso chainod by his worldliness to tho lowor plonc of naturo.

Adopt

This nomo is glven to onc who has bomn initintod into the Mystorics and Ins
roachod o vory high degreo of proficiemcy in tho ponipulation of tho subtile
forces of the invisible worlds, It hos two mocnings. The adept is ono
who is sdoptable, moaning thet ho has broadonod out his facultics so thot he
is no longer linited by that ignoranco which inhibits normnl hunan boings.
The word adopt also moans tlot ho is a spocialist on somo perticular linc
that hes roised him hoo dnnd shouldors obove the avorago idindividual, Tho
ndopt, howover, is still subjoet to the lows of birth and doath. He is
not privilegod, like somo of the highor initiates, to construct o now body
while ho is still living in the old onod and thon step fraa omo to the othor,
Thosc who ore abovo tho stagoe of adopt are froo fram the lows of birth amd

death,

Mahotma

This is on Oriental titlo. Tho word pahotma moans great soul ond is
given by tho Oriontal disciplos to a highly illuminatod and spiritualizecd
mind, Undor this gemoral hoading aro listod both advancod disciplos and
lower grados of Mastors, The word is ofton usod to dosignate all of theso
who have securod spiritual illunination or hove oponed the third eyo. It

is algost synomymous with tho Weetorn word odopt,

Arhot

An grhot is one who has reached o high dogrec of initiation in tho Eastorn
path, It is abovo tho stogo of . .odopt or mohotma, Consequently it is
usod to romrosont ono who is capablo of manipulating thoe laws of naturo from
bchind the voil which scparates the Cousnl Universe from the Visible Uni-
yvorso. Tho arhats soldon go out into the world, but remnin alpost continu-

ously at thoir spiritual work in tho highor plrnaea. of -natwre,
- 5 =



dndtdato

Of lato years tho word ipitioto hos gotton “inte bod compony amd its digalty
hos boon soriously inpairoed. Initiations have boon sold fron a dollar up ond
no questions wakod, and tho name is ofton givon to individuale with lomg hair
and woulful eyos, The titloc ehould bo givon only to thosc whe have actually
beon ndmittod into the schoole of the Gront Mystories, In sae schools it
roquiros five, in othors nino amd in othors sovom initintiona to emtitlo the
candidato to call himeolf an , iiniticte. In Huunngy all who are "raisod"

are eallod Initiatos, But nono save thoso of tho 337, initiotod in the epirit-
ual tomplo, aro priviloged to call thomeolvos truo initiatos, Honme oro privi-
logod to boar tho namo initinte in tho Enct, sovo thoso who hovo rooshod tho
point whore thoy nro in conscious conmunicntion with the invisible spirituanl
hicrarchios of maturo, In the Woet nono aro privilegod to ued thie title
save ono of tho Twolvo Bpgthors im tho innar tamplo of o Gront School. All
otheras should uso the worde @ipediplo or condidato.

Map tor

Thie word is gonorally usod to dosignato tho next groda superior to tho one
which tho cantidoto is in himself. Tho chola calls tho disciplo maglor;
tho studont enlls tho chola master; tho diseiple calle the adopt stor;; and
80 on.

E B 10

This is tho titlo givon to adopts and initiatos of cortnin Eurcopoan schools,
It io o title which should be appliod only to the Twelvo Initiatos who
somstdtute the governing body of an cccult order.

Budd

The Buddhas in tho East aro thoso who havo so spiritualized their conacicus=-
noss tmt thoy aro cupablo of functioning comsciously upon tho Buddhic plano.
The Moho Buddhas aro thoso who have consciousnoss upon tho Nirvanic plomo, or
tho Tifth world of the spiritunl univorse, From . thoso lnst arc drom whot
we commonly call the "World Baviers", All of the World Saviers havo pasaod
through tho Schools of Initinmtion, for thora is no othor way by which thoy
could socuroe the knowlodgo which thoy must possess befora thoy are copable of
administoring to tho spiritual noods of o roce of people,

Part II.

Whonovor an art or science is doveloped, thore aro o cortain numbter of por=
gend who oo the rosult of concontrating thoir efferts and focussing thoir
morglos upon that ecicnco roach o point of proficioncy which brings thom
rosognition, Thoro aro but a fow groot musiclans, groot artists, or groat
philosophors living at any cno time, an' wo rospoct and roveranco theso
ahining lighte who stan! beforo tho world as modols of human excollonce, It
pattors 14ttle the lino of undortaking in which a porson is proficiont, for
thoro 40 as much & sclonco end on art in: . driving o rivet as thoro is in
padnting n pleture, It 1o tho stoto of oxcollenco that mom roveros, Thoro
io somothing in the soul of ovory creoaturo tint socks porfoction, All
human bodnge are striving to reach a greator dogroe of proficloncy and make
groator use of the powora which, lying around thom, awnit the dkilled touch
of tho Mostor's fingore.

If this bo truc dn tho tmtordal arts an! ocionces ne wo sce thom about us,
thon ie it not aleo true of the ppiritunl arte ond seloncoa? Aro thare not
npprontdcon 4n the School ef Lifo ae woll ns in shipyarde and shopsl  Are
there not master oraftomen in spiritual matters as thore are master craftsmen
the builders of bridges ani the howers of stone! Are not the throee
“m divisione of human oraftsmanship equally applicable to the sciences of
g- goul mid the sciencen of the body!  There is no reasom under the sun why
they should not bLe, and the trus stulemt of the scienee of living realizes *
that the mnalogy ie perfect between the material arte and crafts and the
{ritual arts and crafte, and that the laws which apply to onme control the

other aleo, 5 B



As tho stulomnt of music evossos the ncoan to stuly with one whosc fingors
have broucht diving harmony from strings of sicel, so the student of the
groat pyeiories of lifo, in spirit or in body, crossos tho ocoan of ignor-
sneo to study at the fool of the wasters of wicdom, whose fingeora bring not
only strings of otosl to life brt alas play celesiial melodies upon the
strings of the huzan soul, If wo would bo a masier of mem 'Wad must

learn from the mestors of men, or &s it is said in ono of tho Apocerypha,

ho who would bas a disciple of Christ must firet becomno & disciplo of &
disciple of Christ, If we would be masters of life and its problems, Wo
must learn from those who have lived life to the end, II we would oxcol

in the scimmcos of the soul, wo must leazn tham from those mster crafltemon
who have slowly moulded the dark abyss of their own chaos into & magnificent
and glorious character.

There are thres grand divisions into whick each of the crafte of the world
ig ¢ivided. They aro threoe steps wimch, liks the Yasonic ladder, lead
upward from ignoranco to omnipotoenct, {ron perfect helplessness tc mriect
helpfulness, In Hasonry thuse divisions are called those of Enterecd
Apprentice, Fellow Craftsnan, apd lastier Lajon. In this world there are
rpillions of apprentices in the various wulks of life, and there are also
hundrets of thousands of fellew craftusman, but out of tho seething mass of
struggling humsy life only a few are raised in each age ito the pesition
of lMaster Builders. Only a few find the ray of light wiich shines in thse
darkness and climb upward acove the bettle, The rest are contented to
labor am to wait, plocding aloug in the darknoes of ignorance, even
denying the light wiich they do not und erstand.

There sre three great paths cpen to mortals hero below by means of which
they may Achisve imroriality and attainment in those things which are
spiritual and horor apd reppect in those things which are materisl. These
three aro known as the threefold path which, like the strands of & braid,
wind in 2wl out emongst each cther, woaving & strong ropeé up which man
mey climb hand over hund to the lifht of truth. All who would remsch the
goal of human superiority and spiritual supremacy must walk this upward
path. No living thing can hope to Dbe grester than his arts, for they
are the expressions of the Divinity within himoelf. But perfection 18
geined for man when he has completed within himsolfl the living tample in
which he is enshrining his dreamd undl his aspiroiicns, Man's loabor
glorifies him only when mun glorifies his labors, when he crowns the
humblest talk with accomplishment it adorns him as & | Jpreciow jewel,
The symbole of the three paths aroc:

1, A mother with a child in her arms.

9 A warrior clothod in armor anl mounted for battle,

3, A soge poring over his books anl surrounded with

scientifie instrumomnts,

The motrer with the c¢hild in her arms symbolizee the path of the ladonna,
Tt has as its idezl the Immaculate Concoption ard Divine parenthood.
In the Mystery Schools sach Master must appoint his successor anl the one
whom he chooses is his philosophic son whom he educates and to whom he
1iterally gives birth, for through his Master the disciple is born into
spirituality anl the invisible sphores of Naturo, The symbol of this
path is weter, for those who toke it must purify themsolves am must form
of thomselves a molten ses capable of catching within its brazon bosin the
Weters of Life, This may bo callod tho Path of Duty, but horein duty hes
become & joy. It is the way of the nystic, within whoso noture has boen
born the Christ-Child of tho soul., It is tho bath of mooknoss and of
love, of faithfulnoss and of trust, of besuty and of compassion. Thoso
who iﬂ]ﬁ:ﬂilﬁﬂlp‘ transuute the body until thoy roach thes dogreo of puri-
fication in wihich the soul radictecs from all parts of tho disciple's nature,
surrounding the body with thet same soft glow scon about tho head and form -
e ladonna. Mesk, tonder vways, the imﬂ of friondship, mother-love
fethor-protsction rark this path. Those who walk it bring into the
Adorious star of hope aml light. Thoy carry in
_ iant splandor thak the Virgin btears in hor
, way of servico and purity camnot go wrong, for
by sorrows and dark clouds ofttimes obscure tho
to the Divine heart anl preparos tho candidates
d broader activity.
: E 11.-:".




ILike the
T clothed in armor symbolizes tho path of action, ‘
kﬂgg::‘;r:?uld, the coul of E‘; rices out cmquering axd to conguer

i ard
toturmination, of couragoe, valor
This is the path of strength and of ;uTruth_ :1;_-.1,}:_3;1 S s amorﬂgf

aspiration, Armoed with the sword o ¥ ns
8 ;P:urifiad are! regenorated body, tho knight rid?B ";‘ﬂi:: :Eyﬂi;n:l::ﬂcr*
darknoss and striko to iho heart .Athe boasts of pa or souls go forth to

Likc Lahangrin in the legonde of tho Grodl, thoso warrl i
right the -.:rrmma of the world. Tho warrior mystic is tho one who ﬁ.ﬁ e
f tho world, Ho is thu workor, Whilo the mystic ka

tho bnitles of : 1s fighting
prayor an! the philosopher sits in contemplation, tho knight is fig e

thu battlos which makoe this world a ploco whore droams can cm:n;r:;; TSI,
mystic labors with his heart, tho philosopher with his brain,

with his mnds,

Tho smge poring ovor hie booke is symboliec of tho thinker, The mr?.itl;:umt
ave its workors onl it must have those who imspiro tho workmen, Of
threa, the philosophor moot koonly focls the woight of life, for the moro
ho knows of 1ifo tho moro hoe syopathizes with life, :mr:l Imurladga.:; bri:}ga

One by cno the netions of the onrth are buriod by thoir philo-
for the thoughtless milliona will not liston to the woice of

Duop in moditotion, thu sape soocks to unito himself for a moment
with the mind of the Infinito, thinking thoughts an! dreaming dreams no
mortal dares to think. 8o anidat his books or amonpg the narrow circle of
his pupils the sage sproads the wisdom of his Goc while t.!:m nystic
whispors of His morcy, Only the philesopher can know, ovon in part, the
thoughts of hia God, Only tho mystic can fecl the mart throbs of his
Divino Father, Tho path of philusophy will somotime bring men closor to
nis God through toaching mmn the weys of Gud!. Burroundod by his disciples
the philosophor sows seads into tho minds :f men end while ho may not live
to seo the plant bear fruit, through the .-. ages growth goes on and tn-‘
mor row will reap the harvost, In tho nmges te core racos them unknowm will
listen to his words, Children thon unborn will liszht thoir flame at his
lemp,; for the work of thoe philosopher is to ramove the voil of the unknown
before which the mystic must kneel in prayer, Bach sottains his end - ono
in thought, omo in works, and the other in prayer,

sadness,
saphors,
counsol,

Those tiroe ere the ncblo paths by which all creatures gnin parfoction,
Within each living soul are threo powers, each striving for expression,
each capablo of bringing closor the day of hunm liboration, each in its
own way capable of eerving man to his attairmort, And those who aspire to
mastery must learn of theso three immertcl powoers hidden within thoir coils
of clay, which wait patiently to be given exproasion that they may irmortal-
ize the croatwre within those naturo thoy exist, Those who would truly

be with the immertels sl dosire to bocano masters of tho science of the
soul ouet realize that the greatest of 2ll wisdom is to walk all three of
these pathe as one, for only in all is completion. Tho Masters of tho
Craft of Soul-Building are thosc wio hmve built from the baso substances of
their owm boing Clorious tomples for the worship of Divinity, They have
cultivatod theso throo sparks in their own patures ami lmve wolked the
threefold path firply and ceneistuntly to the end of attainmwnt,

Knowlodge comes only to those who prupare thomselves to receive inowledge,
for the Lord will entor into the tomple only wheon tho tomple has beecn
prepared according to His direction. Tho price of knowlodge is rospon-
sibility ard those who ure unwilling to shoulder thoir burdans should not
sock illunination, for it would be thoir undoing 47 thoy discoverod it.
Upon the realization of thie dupands the growth and developtont of tho
student of oceultism, Tho powers a disciple recoives are only loancd to
h:hla.lh is accountable to his Creator for the use ho mekos of ocach of
ﬁaﬁf, HIF unlees they are applied aceording to the instructions of i
Great Toacher, tho stulomt will foil in his task, and inetcat of groving
will d e Hhihtﬁ:i; _Tho Voil of thutmﬂnlmm nust forovor hang botwoon
oo pasiars of the teuple, concoaling int orior until

his owm spirit firo, the stwant can rand it in twain, el
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The Mastors of Wisdom are not suorphyeichl boings, nor should wo viow
tha: o8 gods - nor ovon domigods, Thoy arc but Craftsnan fron the world
of mon, who hove resched a littlo closer towards tho goal thon wo have,
Thoy have live# tho lifo cnd have loornod to kuow thu deetrino. Thoy ﬂil‘“
dovoting their egoic ovolution to ihe parfoction of gartain qualitios anc
.powers and stand o little above the average individunl . Conpared
to men, they are a little godlike, but caapared to God they aArd only &
dhort woys atove men, In their varying degrees and tenperaments, they
are just as human as wo arc, nbut they are olad in expoerienco, which in
scoultiam is the pmecsuromont of ego. In the “Yestorn world, mystics rofor
to thosc onlightonod onos as “"Eidor Brothora", for mysticien rocognizcs ono
bond, ono rolaotionship, nand this bond amd rolationship ie that of mtivur‘“
sal brothoerhood, All thinge groator than con thuy call "Eldor '@rnﬂ‘.urﬂ :
A1l things loes than man they cnll "Youngor Brothars" In thdnking of tho
Unstors wo should roanlizo that coch ono of us may bo whet thoy aro, for
thoy have nll bow wiat wo aro. Thoy ars mado from no bottor mold nor
finor otamp, but aru dicsonds; in fact, they aro emllod fdamond soula,
for liko dinmonds, thoy have boen cut wmi faucotod by their ngos of

gXpuricnca,

In ordor to holp thoso of thu human racc who atill wandor in darknoss and
iznorance, thoso fow who have soon the groat Light of Truth roturn ogo
aftor ago to lobor with nankind anl help thon to ottain teo that stato of
undorstonding which glorifios tho untiro, Thoso Masters aro, in truth,
tho Lords Eloet. Euch pf the kasturs of Wisdom is om a dif foront path,
but cach is laboring for tho good of the whola, rogardloss of color, race
or crosd. ‘Tho lLasters strive togother for o singlo ond = tho ettainoent
of wisdom by the oniirc humman roca. Like loving paronts, the initiates
point out tho way amd try to oaso the path for thoir youngor brothron,
Tho only way that hwman eroaturce con learn the will of tho Divine is for
ane of theoir own kind who hos .attoinoed to cano beck and toll thon of tho
woy of otteimcont, Tho Divino compassion of the Gods pouring ns A strom
through thue hoorts of those who hewu achivved unity with thedr highor
noturos gonds thoso Elder Brathors back into tho batile of 1ifo to roscuo
1oas fortunato onos who havo found tho path of 1ife too horéd md who hnva
githor follen by the woy or nro wandoring about lost in tho darknoss, The
ono who goos forward for himsclf nlenc doos uot roach tho highost goal,

It ias those who bring with thom to cttoinwont othor cronturos who roap

most from their labors,

The Mastors of Wisdom do not dosiru the worship of mon nor do thoy wout
man's vonoroticn, Tholr hoorts cro overjoyod whon wo just liston to the
advico thoy hawe to givo amd will lomrn te profit by it, Mon's duty is
to rospoot thoso Eldor Brothors, but ho must not roko idols of them, Thoy
ask nothing of man but ths privilego of cocporating with huonnity that tho

rocos may attoin poro ropidly thom thoy could alone. Men hos tho privi-
logo of offoring himsolf to bo uscd by theéso highor onus in thoir work of

aproading light an! truth., Whon ho trkog this living sncerifico of his
own lifo to thom, mon takes the first etop townrd his own mastorship,
Although mony of fur thomsolvos, but o fow aro nccopted, for it is only
thoeo who aro useful and intolligont in tholr daily living who oro of

voluc to thaueolvos or to anyono vlsc,

Ono of tho saddost forms of docoption procticcd in Black liagic is thot
whnich i3 not uncoumon in tho occult world today = tho nisuso of tho comncopt
of Mastors for the nttnincent of porsomal oncs, Hot only aro thore a
gront rony pooplo ipporsonnting or trying to izmporsonat o tho Graoot Toachors,
but thore are o still greator nunbor who elrdn to bu recoiving nossages
from or acting undor tho Circetion of tloso Exaltor Brothers, A groat
numbor of tho toachinge purportod to come from tho hnstors aro frbrications
of tho imagination, and in nll too nany casos downright folsohoods,  Aftor
considoring mmny of thoeo so-cnllod nuthontle roports, wo aro forced to the
conclusion thet the lnstors are hopolessly ignoront concerning some of the
post eimple truths which the ayoroge school child ahould kmow, or olso the
mepages purported to cowo from thom aro not authontie,  Wo profor to
nec 'ﬁﬁ lattor thoory ne boing more logienl aml rational, in tho light

- tho groot wisdon thet thoeo Exaltod Brothurs have netually given tho
mon race of various tinos, All 18 not pgold that glittors nor ia ovury-
o with o giftod tonguo illuminatod, Tho ronson why thoro is s much
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Groat Toachors is largely
controvorsy concoming the oxistameo of tho attributod to
bocauso of th spurious ani uavorthy doounows “"‘;;'-“iﬁ' he afford $0 be

> o~ liblo
thom, An occultist cammot afford to be pul With nn opon ni::l

t ritieal,
h:: :nn capeblo of suwe ant intolligent oparation, goch problen r:uit-
enalyzod for itsolf, for things aro ofton not what thoy soom to bo. This
ie o word to tho wiso, It should bo unnocossary to say moro.

Nature mekes use of every individual sccording to the knowledge which

that individuml possesses, for every creature nust work along the linntnf .
familinr things. they masign to

When the Masters choose their disciples :
each a labor which it is reasonably certain he can accomplish intelligently.

A eandidate is not given imowledge by initiation; he ie perely shown how
to use most wisely the knowledge which he alrealy possesses, If the
disoiple knows the human body as the result of medical training, he can be
used in thoee problens which invelve and require a knowledge of the hunan
body, The fine art of spiritual healing in the pajority of cases is
gracticed by individuals without the slightest concept of how this nyeter-

ious ereature, man, is put together., As a result, they oftoen do more

harm than good whem trying to manipulate the influonce unknown elenents,

If we have learned to think thoughte that are valuable to men, our minds

will be used and we shall be instructed as to how our thoughts may be

of still greater value to a still greater nunber of persoms, The

faculties and talunts which we evolve are what we actually of fer to the

MHasters whon wo of fer cursclves, au! we are usoful to the same

logroe that wo have aceoMplishod things ani ovolved centers of conscious=

ness within oursclves, Wheon wo dovelop qualitios useful to the plan of

Neture anl ossontial to tho good of our follow creaturos, wo shall then be
accepted by tho Mastors of Wisdon, Wo shall bo taught how to incroass

tho langth of our lives that the world pay bemefit lomger fron our &coom=
plishmonts. Why should a porson want to live forover or oven for a fow

hundred years unless he rmoans to bonofit others by his living? What

right has an to live whon ho is no longor usoful? MNovertheleass

if :”ihﬂ::a“:ﬂt“ live only for that span of tipe during wiich thoy

conir il to the growth and deval i T i =
Wb S :lnﬁnﬂ_.. ; opmont of others, the lives of many

At eny timo wo so dosire
to Mastery,




