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FIRST PRillClPLES OF Tl!E \'llSDOM-RF-LIOIO?I, 
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By Mnnl·• P. H~ll. 

~he r;~U':l:::t hns often 'occr. ::3de th'l.t ,·c- sot out - sl'11plc ce,clc.nr­
tio1. of ,.1c nrinci,>lcs of rclit,ion ns the:; ~~rul" 'o, 1:,,.d, r.to . t·· 
'l ctud'nt tnking ,,~ tho riystic nnd occult sc,unccs, to 1,-. t'lc ''>licw­
ing png~n we set forth in i:orse forn °J"Sic trut'1s th'lt th"' ,,. nl•-
n .. n.'lr; in .. ev.c~:; r<.ligion, rog~rdlccs or its ~e11 ... rs. It 1.- n0t ~~ 
:,,,rno., 01 t. 1c :,rticlv to spc•k of crecc's or fncticns but :",,rclv to 
~;:press fund<'nentc:.ls, ·nd bclo" "re sot ~·orth o. re,., 1't.ctors ,..,hich 
~hnuld be tnken into considorntion whcth.r ir. choosing the path of 
th<: occult or nc.lking the tl"-"J of orthodc-;,y. 

In this de.-; of r:odcrn ~isco!'C<'"ltions where ne\V doctrinos and is:::~ 
s-prinr up ov, r nii;ht c.nd disr:ppenr in th s·:JO ncnr.cr, 1:hcl'O t:1C1u-
~ ·nds of people bclievo thenselvos irs?ircd •nd sccl: to convince 
oth, rs of their inspirc.tion, n ,;rcc.t coni'usior. •rises which ccn only 
be, coped with by thee,:, whose feet •.r on the fil':l foundction of trut:1 
•.nd l:r.ow).()dge. )lost people •re hop, lcssl-- inc1irect ir. their strtr-
• ,,.nts •nd hopclessl:; uneecidcd in their cor:cepts md prcceptr.. 
Ev- ~i vc •.r.swers thnt •.rise fro:, ignor~nce :i~r~dinn und~r t:,e cloak 
of knOl':lcdgc arc usur.11" found when th, ct-...dent ··•'<s tor ,'1r.ct ir.• 
~orn•.tion on f'und:mentsl~, '"nd it is to in so:.,e wry to cope I ith thir 
?roble.~ that the •,•ri t, r he>s co::ipilcd the f 01101-;in,; st 1 tc;i•n ts, not 
to be believed or :-cccrtcd but only to oc concidered: 

?he first gre-,t c;uestion is; wh~t is relii:-ion? .:oncisel-- s,•,~;ed 
up, it ;·:ot•ld see::: th<lt religion v,ould receive clnr.sific~tion '.'ncer 
such n definition es this: 

A reliRion is n ohnse of truth nttuned to the st3tc or conscious­
ness er ur.derst,r.din,: of the one •1!10 is evolving throuch it. It is 
the doctrine, pnrt of o. still greater doctrine, to which 110 ~re 
drttwn by tho re.cul ties we hnve d,evelopcc' ·nd the und~rr tar.die .:; we 
have unfolded within ourselves. It is " chnrge•,ble point. 1,.s we 
grow in e~perienco rnd underst'tndins our religion ,ind relir,iC1us con­
c?.pts should brondcn with us. 

In other words, ,.,e may S"-Y thct our reli,ion is our ~nswer to 
the problem of bein1' or the answer w:1ich we hnve rcceptcd es b< 'ns 
in ·. ,r..,on·r ·with our 'own consciousness •nd outlook on life• rvery­
thin · in the universe 1s " n:1tter of vienpoir,t; !\t one v1c-,point 
". cc~tnin truth soP1oe divine whil" to 1'1,othcr it is hercsy-•nd the. 
s,hole sche,.,e of thin '.S 1s n r,'\ttcr of ,·h·t <ic "r" -,nd how life loolc. 
to us . 

. correct rel! ·ion for us is one ...,·,1ch o;:plniT'S to us in ' rcn-
" • d • ' life offer· '.lS son"\ble, r-.tional "'""/ the c.1rnclc, ~nd •.-:on •r. o. •·th n <! tndivi-

the proper incentive -.nd environ •• ~r,_.t fo} ;:'~;~~it~rot; 1n"•,•r.,.,,n, 
du:,11 z:ition, . support: u~_

9
ir. eth ~ tho~;d ~n n~ wcy oo~promisoc t'1o 

with divine Jt1st1ce c:s 1. se , 
righest c.nd fir.·: i; thc,t 178 h"V8 nnd nro. 

t d t t:U!:l t bOW:\rO or, rcrnrd-
TherE' ,.re cert, ln things which• s u en c•:•trin :un.;'1 nt,l 

le "" of ~1•. rcli ·i·Jn or crecc', :or there 11rc ~, 1 't '"r ·n•· 
vv ' l r{->3Ul t "'.nd c111, rie .. ?· ,,o_ ~ r \ - t l • '"- ,. ., 

errors 111ticll pro~.Q on ;· on • 





,,:•e fr,uds, pure nnd un~dultoroted, nnd thnt " blind •llcy n·.-•~its 
tho 7o who cire foolish <'nough to believe th•t spirituality lies 
behind• The s::i,ne tnboo is i>lnced upon nll doctrines which odvoc~te 
0 nd r,roriulg,tc the coul-mnte and kindred ideals, r.11 of rihlch "re 
not onl Y nt~nins t the doctrines of the sncred schools but ore o.eainst 
co11, ion sonn<' •nd the hnrmony of boing. 

Th~re is :ii:;other very doneerous clnss who nre consciously 
wronr-uoers nnu they are those who seek to entice individunls to 
join thc'1 in their nefarious practices, such ~s silent circles for 
deve lcrment '.nd the l':ork of unduly influencing others "lt"-ins t their 
1::11 ,_ or ,1 tl1out their kno1· ledRe, Those schemes for ul tr· pe1·sonnl-
1 t·, rlcvelopmr,nt nre charl~t~nism purely o.nd simply r.nd studcr,ts who 
~r<: c,u >ht in t.hom ·.ust expect to pay the orice in ti"le, ,on1: •nd 
re-,' th• '!'he re'lt so ething-for-nothin;: ide:i has brou ht out hun­
d?' ":I:::, yes t:1ousry,nds, of lndividu:11s l'lilling r.nd gl"d, ·onnrcntl;-, 
to p·rt with their h 0 rd e rnad 1"oney end wnste life's nrecious so:-.cnt~ 
in ·,ope thrt they oill nvoid or get nround sot1e obst:1clc 1·:hich their 
bro·~i·ers •a.us t f,:,.ce. • herever this is encournged or the ide~ of its 
po3s!bilit:7 is prorr.ul,,,,ted, there is nothinc to le~rn of v~luo in it. 

'Ihen there is one other cl:1ss that seem to be with us 11·--:;s :1r:d 
t~e, cire the ones who ii;:nornntly oppose every step in hu:-i-.n ·,ro ·ress. 
Anyone 1·,ho d (\res to .,et out of the rut is brnnded, cursed, fl •yed 
•nd crucified by those who know •bsolutelv nothin • lbout •nythin 
but ·re filled with n cre:1t ze'>l to preserve 0 nd confo1•m , it!• ·ccept­
cd cu-;to11s. The worlcer who is wt\tchin the opposition r'"S th.rou.·jt 
trc: doctrines of evolution nt the present ti c end the ncraecutior, 
th~t descends upon those who try to express a brond-r.iinded co co,.t, 
1 .>nlize:: th~t the truth and vttlue of his worlc lies ir the f 0 ct t'1·t 
he i~ able to offend people. The fact thn.t he is cn.p'lble.of n.rousinc 
the i::"e of the convention-bound nnd of endangering the compl 0 cenc" 
of ,ccept.ed condi•cions prncticnlly proves conclusively th:,t ho is 
1•;orth while, for the oper"tion of cuttinr:; out crvstn.liz-,tion fror! the 
ood'' of the r.'.'ce hunnn is ,i painful one :ind you c·n "lwnys t·l:e it 
for , ·r•.ntcd tr.at when vou throw a bombshell into the 1,orld •nd some­
one c-rles out in '!re 0 t 11r11th, he is the person vou hit •;1ith snid bo:"b 

H.'.'v::.nc set out these few words of suggestion for c onsider•tion 
, 9 to th" choosin. of n. te~ch1ng. let us briefly consider the found­
:itions 1..pon •:,'nich the s tudcnt should base his study of occultis,,i, 
for there are cei•t·.in thinrs he must hnve knowledee of before ho is 
intelli-cntly prepared to express himself on those irnport:mt ·n.tters, 

First: The s~udent wust hove n. rrert desire, 1~ich desire ,ust 
be of, tl'uly celi'less kind; some groat altruistic, hun,:,ni~•r1°n 
~nd i per~or.nl desire rr.ust fill his soul l'lhich 1s to be the b~se of 
h'" •t d•r, lt -,u~t bo ::i desire to ,·ive r:-ther than to receive, to 

-~ ; ';other th'n be served, rnd to lon.rn only th~t he nc.y te•ch, 
-~~~~out thou-ht cf ~elf or sufferin@',. •;:itl! this ::s " bns;s t~e 
.. rker is -,rcp"red to lo.y the found:ition 01 pr•ctic"l liv1n_ ,<now­
~~dee to be usod to r 0 ise the su1l"rstr1..cturc of spiri tu.,11 ty ut:on. 

The first s tudJ he should be ·in i~ of his o.-m ?rganis:i, his 
beinrt i'nd the pol'lel's ·,,hich :,ni~ntc nd labor 1•,ith it. The rre t 

"' '\n knc:,v, t"ly:•(;Jf" : •s of first ir.irort~nce. Thereforc-
:::lo ,,n: le' r; of hinso' ~ •r.c' the thin s •vh!.ch •re needed by his body 
l e '7U3 t • · • • ·" 1 • • . 0 .. ,tt. .,_,1d devclopiaent. 'lcv1n,· le~rred these lessons, h' 
in hith ~ •eek to !mow of the 1:i.w~ r,overnin • the uni verse and of =st eb " ·n•ter of the seven nnturel l:1ws 1•~1ich <>re the b:1~0 how to 0:1 .,~ 
of o.heno,-:en:-• 



"" occultir t wh0 J,; not "n evoh.1.tiori.~t 1 
~c•s, ro"' l " t"l" lei1,c of tur" illus .~·t • t e 

t r rd :1 -~1r 
,oa l~ "t r.•:f:>r-cre•tir but ever cvo vir. 
ence. ' V r 

r ~c1,1) t nt 
, rt . t < 

'!I:' t t er le rn to i·e li ze .s 
rd ,e l~. th t the ind.vidu lity t)f 

"or C c'1 • • ' 'Jn does. 

., r.~por::: 1 0ilitv 
'I men holds hirn re 0 

n t e orld 
or ... :ibl.a 

CV 
urt .. lso re "'lize 

the rf'•t. Tru" 
th"lt he c,nl·· knoT, t-•t ·1 
..,ro :r·P-...,s is ~.,~ed 11l'On -'T<' 

l 1 ve. , 
lcrl ", 

~ I 
t 

ro. the~o he rr•• r•ise 'lie n0.Jle motive~ nnd. i Q'r-c •t' o" 
w t t:::, .;',:,r if .e rrs tt e solid foul'ld tio"l c,f m, l • 

n,-. ct r,>l :~ l !'~t ndir "I:' Is s•f fro, •re w.lly-r ,llY .Jlo· r,f 
t o• C 11(' S l • Vt:s to cor ~c ·•t cl t'1c r :,1.n irnl'rt~ • t I"!). • f 
'11. ei' 1 ' t'1 t 11e 1c .-r::: b•· the 3r,lec of ro l'0,1 he c fr 
,, "th•r or ·ot the th<n·o he he•r~ ere of v•lue 0r r t. An it i n t 
10l'1" • •· •r, lyz1r the pep•on who ~- ys thern but by t:1e qu•litv nrl in­
tr rsic erit of tre "ords themselves. 

lcelo•:i ":re listed , series. of r.uewtions ~nd • f thE'.' doctrires or 
~i•ecdt under co sid<'r•ticn do net· ivc Slltisf•ctory nns1<Pr to t'1c • 
,.,u<'stioy,c, >rs ,er::i in 1,armony ,1th r: ture ·nd not it" 1r cl , t "'" 
... hr7 r\rf 111s::- sonewhere ,101'lp the lino. T~c "'r:srcr w,.' ~u bP 

tv r h="n, .... tly b~, th(> creeds -tnvolv,.a to e.nct, of t: e ... C'll-o -: 

•• r- t ' d,"""c tr ~e of effort •nd ir.<iividu l rcsi::on!-; ibi, ty? 
r 

"'· lz ,t doctrire u,,touched by CO!.i erciolis for self .l~:h'l er,t' -. I -v it >reductive of ir.diVitlu ·l thou·' t? 
• • it 0. doctrine of C"USe •r.C: effect• ., . -5. T. it dactri .e of n'"'tur'.11 evolut<on insto·d of i~ossi;Jle ~ 

r clcs? 
6. Iw _ t doctrine free from threC1ts of d•C1n•tio,·' 
7. r it n doctrine cf ;:,rinciples rather tr n "''r•or.nli ties? 
f. Is 1 t a slow but sure philc:io,:,h·•? 
a 

10 
~l. 
12. 
13. 
l<r. 
15. 
lt>. 
l '7. 

l. • 
'20. 
21, 

r:: . t free fron T'cacc, po\rEr "'nd prosoc-ri t:; sc .. e llnt > 
Is it o doctrine of eounlitv• 
s t fcorloss in its"aecl~r•tion of rr~~ciples? 

I~ it .~rec from ;:iervPrted sex phi lo:iophv d 
7 ,,c t tc ch the "rc1· th ·nd dcveloprnent ~f the be v. 

Doc ,t te"cn con-o0 s=10;1 -:,nd rcrunci:ition 
::: l t froe from er-:otisn? 
~ce· it •ench broth<'rhood nd coop,:,r• tion? 
., ,c; it ~,.,kc no cl.'\ims sr·vo tt.,1ot:c of sec, 11:IF to ~ervo? 
,..."~ ). t tench tho ~ even liber~.. rte r1 ;c~~nccs. xs: 

~,. ... s _ t tc c 1 that therl) i~ ~r.l •r en~· rel .. 1:r tir.d t .. L 

I• it fre<; from mushincD• r,d much ,ordin,:,s •• ? e 

r~, s lt tee.ch right livin , ri ht diet nd ri )1t tt.o'-1 l:t 

TIIF E: D. 
co• r ted 1921. 
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