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FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE WISDOM-RELIGION,

By Manly P. Hall,

The reguest has often been made

; : that we =8

Elggugfn:hiagiinciPlcs of religion as they ﬂﬁguggth: :iﬂi%:t:gglﬁﬂ&-
ing pnéen we sﬂ% up the mystic and oecult scionces, so in the follow-
SRty el hfﬂrth in ferse form bnsie truths that should piﬁj
e e A A religion, rogardless of its beliefs, It is not tho
exnreas  fundd & artielc to spesk of creeds or factions but meroly to
should be ﬁzkﬁgégﬁtzlcgﬁiiggiziitrﬂw;Ft forth 8 fow factors which
the occult or wnlking the wey afﬂgrthggggg.in ik

In this day of modern misconeceptions wherc now doetrinos
:?r%?5 EP over night and diszppear in the -senme mnnnﬂrfriﬁnrﬂlggnifml
GEETH ol poople belicve themselves inspired ond scek to convince
3 ers Ef tholir inspiration, n great confusion ariscs whieh cen only
Q;dcﬁﬁﬂ with by!thnan whose feet nre on the firm foundation of truth
o mowledge. Most people are hopelessly indireet in their state-
;E?ts rnd hopelessly undecided in their concepts and precepts.
Eveeive answers that arise fronm ignorance parading under the cloak
of knowledge are usunlly found when tho student nsks for direet in-
formation on fundamentals, end it is to in some wny to cope with this
problem that the writer hos compiled the following statemonts, not
to bs believed or nccepted bBut only teo be considored:

The first great guestion is; whot is relipgion? Concisely summed
up, it would seem that religion would receive classifigation under
such a definition as this:

A religion is = phase of truth sttuned to the state of conscious-
ness or understanding of the one who is evolving through it. It is
the doctrine, part of a still greecter doctrine, to which wo are
drawn by the foculties we have developed ond the nndarstanding we
have unfolded within ourselves. It is = chargenble pint. A3 we
grow in experience end understanding our religion nng religious con-
cepts should broaden with us.

In other words, we may £ay thot our religlon ia our anawer to
the problem of being or the snswer which we have rceepted a8 being
in harmony with our own consclousness snd outlook on life. Every-
thing in the universe is 2 matter of viewpoint; at one viewpoint
an egortain truth seems divine whila to onother it is heresy—and the
whole scheme of things is n matter of whet we are and how 1ife looks

to us.

4 correct religion for us is one which explains to us in & réa-

sonable, rotional wsy the nipncle snd wonders of life, offers us
+ha proper incentive =nd enviroenment for further growth and indivi-
dualization, supports us in the hours of extremity, is in harmony
with divine justice ps we aed it, end in no wey gompromlees the

highest and fin=23% that we hove and are.
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¥ are earmarks by which t I s Rt s X g .E’i.?? :
Seis or Sontlotl” oo e ISR e Satetnda aden of Toctrie
only the 11r5ﬂ3§a“:h:°§;2i§iﬂ:}th nemes or personnlities, but concern
€imilar wherever they are inspired ht_:ﬁuggmﬂfat;::mmm v

First: Wherever a narrow .

Egieig I:ﬂttling en the face of God's maﬁ-nﬂiﬁi‘é&n uu:;aggrm'lj ]
Omega of foilipe  toicual with a closed mind: he is the Alpha and’
the cleosed iure. Creeds which encourage ond promulgate the idea of
cinall e mrnd. one which has learned enovsh alresdy, sre dangerou
at thic dov emg D¢ Or ideals, There are certein doctrines prevalent
Yool ';lwh-i nd age which instruct their followers thet they nre to
Philosomirs Jub to sald ereed for light snd that all the other
r;airigg ies In the universe are of no account. There doctrines of
for 8 mement tor Delght of foolishness «nd snould not be countenanced
= mlntmﬂn by eny intelligent seeker nfter spirituslity., And snd
5ﬁr;dh'~ﬂl out occultism of today is being impregnated with the

the sooSotry which hold the conventional religions of yesterday and
ruction tnce mystic arts are bringing upon their cwn heads the des-
- ion that falls upon all narrow-minded creeds and religions,

- The doctrines of Affirmetion end Denial are the next thet come
Grcder our consideration, for they are pitfalls into which the unsus-
gEﬂtlnr. student falls with great ease eond efficiency. People who
o around through the streets or walk the floers at night repécting
for the nine millicneth time, "I em prosperity; riches and the
fullrneass thereof are mine!" may through the mental powers which they
aweken pay the bosard bill and weor diamonds but they will never in
any case be spiritual or unfold the cualities of right living within
their own being. The Wisdom Teachings do not advocate or allow
their students and followers to apply these mental powers for self-
aggrandizement or the furtherance of personal sims, It is merely a
Tform of self-hypnosis or aunto-suggestion and in both cases it is not
only useless but absolutely destructive to the finer sentimentz and
powers which the true student is seeking to unfold. Feople who go
into religion becsuse they want to stop working or who take up a
ereed for the purpose of getting healing, cssh or power out of it
have stamped themselves as absolutely unworthy of receiving any real
value from the teaching involved and in spite of all that may be sald
to the contrary, such students in the ultimate never amount to mich.

ther group which shomld be carefully noted and -their mistakes
aveided are those who advertise the fact that they are going to live
forever, Thousands of people have a horror of death and scalawags
of all kinds promise perpetual youth and the elizxir of life to
foolish dupes who listen then start out to live lorever but always
die in the cue course of time like everyhody else. None of the
sacred Fo % g Bl = o3 “r.:_!rl-l;i'_-_r_: with the walles Ay pIoOrls’ t'.'i_.'_'.ﬁfl."r'iﬂl life to any
aave the initiate who must secure same DY passing irom seven to .
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nine initiations consciously, which process recuires yesrs, yes
f:unq of purity and preparatlion and ahsolute self-mastery. The
A . tn revar promises man anything oxceépt an opportunity to Wark,
::Ehff;;ﬂuéﬂpﬁd: or Gocirines which oromiss more should be watehed
pr_rr,h:i f“;’i‘-t"‘,'& -+ have an axe ©o grind. ZIEvery gc:ulE or .:t&{:*.‘tt
snaternity which places a price upon initiﬂtlﬂﬂ is a ;ruuiui.tdﬂ%
5;r+ﬁnw notice. There apre many :ﬂﬁg?lﬁ af :tr so-called “’ftiriti
;:,hlil —alee wom a Lord High Som bofy or ordain vou a Grand Viso:
~s Tlunkit for from anvwhere from a dolliar hlntﬁ‘“f‘lfr‘»t up. {'Ehe N
-tudent cen talagyit, =ith snanluts certainty thet sueh erganizations




are frauds, pure and unadulterated
those who are foolish mﬂug‘:g to bel
behind. The same toboo is vlaced upon
and promulgate the soul-mate and kindred
not only against the doctrines of the s
common - senae nnﬂ the ifamqna- of ‘nai.ng.

wrnng—riﬂera and thay are those vho aaeﬂn ﬂq ] :
join thenm in their nefarigus practices, mﬁ ii
develcpment and the work of unduly influencing othe
will or without their knowledge. ‘I‘hﬂu# ii:‘-hhdal Eﬂr
ity development are charlatznism purely ' .~.:'
are ‘caught in them tust expect to pay priﬁa in 1
health. The grent something -far-nuthing 4idea has brous
dreds, ves thousands, of individuals willing end gl
to part with their hard enrned money esnd waste lifﬂ 5 grﬁ _____
in hope thet they will avoid or get around some obstaple whic
brothers zust face, Wherever this is encournged or the idec ﬁ :L
po3asibility is promulgeted, there is nothing to 1narn ﬁf raluﬁ‘{lr ‘lh'

Then there is one other class ‘-I:hﬂt seem to !.?E Hith us tlp‘;j‘a 1
they zre the ones who lgnorantly opposée every steép in hmmn d ol
Anyone who dares to get out of the rut is branded, mzmd; :

=nd crucified by those who know absolutely hﬂthin,ﬂ sbout anything
tut are filled with a great zeal to presarve nnd conform n‘L h recept-.
ed customa. The worker who is watching the anﬂpitlhj_.f - i

the doctrines of evolution at the present time and b Lo g
that deseends upon those who try to express & d-min
ranlizes that the truth and value of his work liat tﬁ t
he ig able to offend people, The fact ﬂmt he is ecap sing
the ir»e of the convention-bound and of endangering uumﬁlanﬁnsrr
of rccepted conditions practiecally proves nnnclusival that he is
worth whz. le, for the operation of cutting out eryatalizotion from the
nsody of the race human is a painful one and you don always ‘toake it
for rronted that when you throw a bombshell into the world nnd some-
oro cries out in great wreth, he 1s the person yvou hit with said bonb.

Having set out these few words of suggestion for ¢onsideration
ng to the choosine of o teaching, let us briefly consider the found-
ntions upon which the s tudent should base his study of occultism,
for there are certsin things he must have imowledge of before he 1is
intelli-ently prepared to express himself on these important matters.

First: The student mast have a grent desire, vhich desire must
= nf n trulv seliless kind; some great altruistie, humanitarian
and impersonal desire muat £1l1l his soul which is to be tha base of
i ..1_. Ay 1t must be a desire to give rother than to receive, to
sé;u: }*fnﬂ than be served, and to learn only thot he may teoch,

shout thourht of self or suffering, With this o8 a basis the
ae ) arenared to lay the founda tiﬂn of practienl living know-
1::];';?1.;,21, used to raise the superstrueture of snirituﬂlit:r uron.

=tudr he should begin ig of his own orpganism, his
3 T1ﬂ,flih: nowers which animate snd labor with it, The great
hmr?-‘ . fan, know th*-‘:'ﬁ;]f” + 48 of first importence. Therefore
fiﬁ' 1 ¢ LE iy of himas 51f apd® the things which ere nﬁa?ﬂd by hi_;ﬂbﬂd?
1 s o lenrred these lessons :
isg I and dﬂv&iunnant. Heving At
*H,2 thEEGEEEL ;E imow of the lawa Envﬂrrinr the universe and of
;,; to be a ractgr of the seven noturnal laws which are the base

o’ phenomenn.
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7. Is it a doctrine of prinaiplas mthm- than personalities?

6. 1s it a slow but sure philcson | :

9. I8 it free from peace, power ngi prosperity scheming? gL
10. Is it a doctrine of eouality? e
11, Is it Teariess in its declaration of principles?
12, Is it free from perverted sex philosophy?

13, Twoes it teach the zrcwth cond developmént of the bedy?
14, Does it tench compassion and rerunciation? \
15, Is 1t free from egotiam®

16. Dees it teaeh brotherhood and cooperation?

17, Does it make no claims aave those of seeldng to servef
1A, Doez it teach the s even liberal arte and sciences? .
19. Dees it tesch that there is only one religion and that x all?
on, Is it freec from mushiness &nd much wordiness?
51. TPoes it tesch right living, right diet and right thought?’ '

 the philogophy you are intepested in teaches these things in a
r“Lgﬁrﬁl way “ng can snswer "yes' honestly, then follow 1%, study it
and learn of it; but if it fails to live up to these basic prinmlpins
it earefully snd seek something battor. For Truth is a =
yery slusive thing and the basis of its discovery ia the truth that
comes to & body, mind and spirit thet are true to themselves nd ench
atker. and no wtsdnm cen come save where its shrine is pullt in

rurity, cooperation and fellowahip.
THE END.

then shumn
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